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EXTRACTS FROM THE STATION REPORTS FOR 
THE YEAR 1922—23. 


Nain, 


NOTHER year (Ship’s Year) has come to a close. As 
we look back upon it, and recall the experiences made 
in our work as well as in our joint lives as workers, 
our hearts are filled with gratitude towards Him Who 

has been our guide and our comfort all the way so far. And 

we feel it is but mght to say that, if anything has been accom- 
plished, all the honour belongs to our Lord, Who has accom- 
panied our work with His blessing, 


Progress of the Re-building Operations, 


When last year’s report was written, the mission-compound 
at Nain still lay waste. Lack of information as to what was 
going to be, hindered the brethren who were here at the time 
from undertaking any work in connection with the recon- 
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struction of either church, mission-houses or store-buildings. 
One preparatory step had been taken: the newest store-build- 
ing at Okak had been taken down, so as to be ready for 
shipment when the Harmony should come along. The station 
looks greatly changed to-day. The new missionary’s dwelling- 
house built on part of the foundations of the former one; all 
the débris cleared away around it; the old familiar green 
fencing forming a yard on the South and West side of 1t— 
all this creates a somewhat finished appearance. A little 
higher up the bank, rather more to the West than the former 
wood-shed, stands the house for the store-brother, already 
roofed, and fitted with doors and windows, but still lacking 
clap-boards and shingles, also with a great deal of work to 
be done inside. On the opposite side of the missionary’s 
house a frame-work of heavy beams, erected on the site of 
the last church, gives some ground for the hope that a new 
church will spring up out of the ashes of the former one. 
At present the material for completing the frame-work is far 
away in the bays, and the workmen are still ‘‘outside,’’ seal- 
hunting among the drift-ice, which hinders them from coming 
to Nain 

While we are naturally anxious to push on with the work, 
and while to our minds it -seems to advance all too slowly, 
we cannot shut our eyes to the many impediments which bar 
its progress, such as lack of suitable nails, felt, boards and 
other building material; and it cannot be denied that all that 
was possible has been accomplished. We owe a debt of grati- 
tude to Br. Perrett for coming here last year to give the 
building a start, and to our venerable Bishop Martin for his 
faithful and unselfish help. Owing to the help of these two 
brethren it became possible for Br. and Sr. Hettasch to enter 
the new mission-house on November 10th. A fortnight later 
Br. Grubb with his family joined them in the same building, 
and common house-keeping was once more established among 
the Nain mission-staff—only, in a fuller sense than ever 
before. It has proved to have been a wise move; for only 
by huddling close together did we manage to keep warm in 
the new, only partly completed house. The boards had been 
very badly handled when the hospital was taken down, a 
great amount having become abgolutely useless for building 
purposes, and even those which have been used for the house 
are more or less broken and cracked, the tongues being torn 
off in the case of the majority of them. Only those who have 
experienced a Northern winter know how important it is to 
have wind-proof walls. However, we got through the coldest 
part of the winter all the better for being in rather close 
quarters. 

During the coldest part of the winter, and more especially 
during the trapping season, building operations had to be 
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discontinued. Short-handed as we are nowadays, it would 
have been impossible to go on with it while the spiritual work 
was in full swing. However, the presence of the majority 
of our people at the time of the Church festivals enabled us 
to discuss with them the plans for the building to be taken 
in hand directly after Easter. The new church, which is to 
be built by free labour, naturally occupies a foremost place in 
the minds of our people. The Eskimo is rather clumsy in 
his movements. This we realized over and over again in 
connection with the erection of the new church. Yet it cannot 
be denied that everyone was willing enough to do his share 
in the work. But the great number of unskilled helpers 
rather complicated than simplified matters. At any rate, 
directly after Easter building operations began. At first the 
weather was so severe that very little was accomplished, in 
spite of the large number of workers. Better progress was 
made when the winter’s cold gave way to spring breezes. 
The timber from Okak being to a great extent either warped 
or unfit, because of the many mortises in it, several crews of 
men went into the bays to fell trees for timber which was 
to be towed here after ‘‘open water.’’ Directly after Ascen- 
sion-tide the walls were erected; but then we had to stop, as 
the available material was used up. Soon after Easter Br. 
Grubb also had, with a few men, begun getting ready the 
foundations for his house. Now that the church-building 
operations had come to a stand-still, all our energies were 
directed towards this. There were not the same number of 
people to help; yet, with a few good workers, chiefly from 
Hopedale, the frame was quickly constructed. Again there 
was lack of material for the rafters; but, the ice breaking up 
fairly early, it was possible to avoid a standstill. Two men 
were all the time working at the completion of the missionary’s 
house. Unfortunately, here also there is lack of material to 


finish. 


We have given you a full account of the building opera 
tions in the hope that it will enable you to understand the 
situation. Nain is arising out of the ashes of its former self; 
but it is being built in a hurry, with material vastly inferior 
to that of which the former Nain buildings were constructed ; 
still, we have tried to do the best we could under the circum- 
stances. 


Our people have willingly contributed towards the new 
church, the funds provided locally being above 300 dollars. 
Even taking into account that one-third of this amount was 
given last year by Mr. White, the remaining 200 dollars are no 
inconsiderable sum for a small Eskimo congregation. The 
settlers, too, have done, and will do, their share. 
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Fishery, Sealing, and Trapping 


After the insignificant results of last year’s-fishery, it was 
a specially kind providence that the sealing and trapping of 
last autumn proved so very successful. At Christmas great 
hopes were still entertained by many respecting the winter's 
catch of fur. However, these hopes were in vain. The white 
foxes left us directly the sea froze over. Still, a fair number 
of coloured foxes were obtained, and what they realized helped 
to provide food for the winter. After Easter, when free labour 
for the new church began, there was no other way of pro- 
viding the necessaries of life but getting it on debt from the 
store! The deer-hunting regulations have not been altered 
yet; and, whereas in former days there was not often lack 
of food at that period, nowadays it always means the worst 
time in the year, not only for our people but also for our- 
selves. This has been felt more than ever this spring, when 
so many were at the station to help in the building. Since 
the winter ice has broken up seals are being obtained fre- 
quently. For this we are heartily grateful, as it means s 
solution of the food question. Long since, most of the essen- 
tial things for sustaining life have been used up in the store, 
and it is to be hoped that the Harmony will come early this 
summer. 


Church and School. 


The work in church and school has been carried on in 
much the usual way. Christmas saw most of our folks at 
the station, and they remained here until after the Week of 
Prayer, which we observe in common with fellow-Christians 
all over the world. Last fall the question was raised whether 
it would not be better for our people if the so-called ‘‘Choir 
Festivals’’ were dropped and, instead, one day at some suit- 
able time in the winter were kept by all. This had been done 
in Hebron, on account of the small numbers. It rather 
appealed to us; and those of our elders who were present 
at the time also approved of it. However, when all our people 
were at the station together in the winter the proposed new 
arrangement met with so much opposition that we did not 
think it fair to enforce it at once; still, we hope that it will 
come about next winter. The Choir Festivals have lost much 
of their real meaning for the a Ceca indeed they ever 
did understand them—and of late they only seemed to encour- 
age laziness, under the cloak of religion. 


It was pleasing, and a cause for gratitude, that 6 persons 
came forward to be confirmed. One of them, well advanced 
in years, had been looked upon as a black sheep. May his 
conversion prove to be real. The confirmation classes have 
been times of blessing for all. No doubt, our people are rather 
inclined to be emotional, and are in many ways like the ‘‘stony- 
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ground-hearers’’ ; yet it is not for us to give up hope or to pass 
judgment. We will leave that to Him Who searcheth the 
hearts. 

School for the Eskimo children was kept at first in our 
temporary church. ‘This, however, proved to be too cold for 
the little ones. We then moved into one of the Eskimo houses. 
This was at least warm, and did very well for reading, etc., 
when a large table was not required; but when it came to 
writing there was no possibility of finding room for all the 
scholars at the small table; and a casual visitor from the 
smallest and most primitive village school at home would 
have been shocked to find some of the pupils stretched out 
on the floor doing their writing! There was also a great lack 
of the most necessary school materials, such as copy-books, 
pens, ink, etc. Later on Br. Perrett helped us out as _ best 
he could from Hopedale; also Br. Hettasch’s study was free 
for use as a school-room for the senior class. So things went 
much better. Frederika, our old teacher, did very well again 
with the little ones.. The examination before Easter gave 
some quite encouraging results. 

7 Health. 


The health conditions during the past year have been very 
good; for this we cannot be too grateful. A slight epidemic 
of sore throat, developing in the more severe cases into quinsy, 
caused us some anxiety in the case of the children; but finally 
all went well. ‘Three adults have passed away since last we 
reported. ‘They were, however, such as had been ailing for 
years, and to whom death meant a release from suffering. 
It was indeed a cause for gratitude that we were preserved 
from general and severe epidemics, seeing under what circum- 
stances the work had to be carried on, and the medical equip- 
ment being as yet very insufficient. 

We close, asking for your continued intercession for and 
sympathy with our work, which is not ours, but His Who 
has permitted us to serve Him among these often ungrateful 
and childish Eskimoes. 

With our united best wishes, and with thanks to all the 
friends who help us by their prayers and in many other ways, 

Your Brethren of the Nain Conference, 
P. Hertascn, 
F. N. Gruss. 


Hebron. 


Another year has passed since events at this station were 
last reported to you, and now it is again time to write some- 
thing regarding this small and scattered congregation, which 
spreads itself from Ramah to Okak, Hebron being between 
the two. : 
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Visitors. 


July, 1922, began with an ice-free harbour, and the hunters 
from outside came to trade and put their boats in order for 
the summer. Such an early thawing out of the bay-ice always 
raises hopes of early communication with the outside world, 
but seldom are the hopes fulfilled. About the middle of the 
month drift-ice found its way into the bay and remained until 
the middle of August, hindering everything and everybody, 
trouters and others, North and South. Soon after the ice 
cleared away, on August 16th, the auxiliary schooner Bowdoin, 
Baffin Land Expedition, 1921-22, Commander Donald B. 
MacMillan, well known on this Coast, came into the harbour 
for the night and brought news of all being well at Killinek. 
On August 22nd the Harmony came, having been 62 days 
on the way from London. On board were Br. and Sr. Gaunt, 
for Killinek, and Br. Townley for Hebron for a year, to relieve 
the retiring Br. and Sr. Martin. On September 7th the mail- 
boat arrived witha Dr. S. Sniffen on board. While the boat 
went further north the Doctor stayed ashore, interviewing 
persons, old and young; he also operated on Br. MacLeavy, 
removing a small tumour from his shoulder. On the 8th the 
good doctor gave a Lantern Lecture on the Care of Children’s 
Health, and distributed tooth-brushes. On the boat there 
were also a Magistrate and Police Officer, and they soon found 
some work to do in the matter of law-breakers. A native half- 
breed, Julius Lane, was called before the court and fined 25 
dollars and costs, for having killed 7 deer, and an Eskimo was 
sued by R. White, Trader, of Nain, for debt, and had to pay. 
On September 28th the Government Officials were here again, 
holding a court to try men for killing deer out of season; one 
woe fined 25 dollars and costs, and two others, brothers, were 
tried but not convicted. Several ‘‘attachments’’ were also 
made in respect of debts owing to R. White, of Nain. Old 
offenders were also warned, because fines had not been fully 
paid. Breakers of the law have a bitter lesson to learn, as 
the Government, sooner or later, will have satisfaction. 

October 21st brought us the Harmony for the last time. 
On board was Miss Rowe, visiting the stations. On the 24th 
the ship left us, severing our connection with the outside 
world for another year. 


Growth in Numbers and in Grace. 


In the village, which is growing again, and now consists 
of 8 store-houses and 13. dwelling-houses inhabited by the 
Innuit (natives), life has moved more or less evenly. There 
was a moderate catch of seals and fur, and no one has ex- 
perienced real distress. One man (trapping in Okak) had a 
splendid catch of fur of over 1,000 dollars. He paid all his 
debts, and in gratitude to the Giver of all good gifts this same 
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man disbursed some dollars to the widows and orphans here, 
giving as much as 5 dollars to some. In times of plenty the 
average Innuk is a nobleman. We have had one case of wife- 
beating: the husband, who bears the names Peter Mosese, 
is just over 20 years of age, and his wife over 50. After the 
old-style drastic operation for subjugation the lady’s face 
needed some medical treatment, which was given, and then 
the young unmarried son of the woman meted out physical 
treatment to his stepfather. Thus was the affair settled and 
peace restored. The by-man-untameable thing referred to in 
the Epistle of James, 3, 8, worked havoc in several families 
for a time. On the other hand, some have used the same 
little member for good, giving thanks and praise for blessings 
received, and inquiring for further knowledge of the Gospel 
and its precepts. Our two young Helpers, Henoch Kangatsiak 
and Dan Korah, and their wives, also the Helpers from 
Ramah and Napartok, while here, have striven to the best of 
their ability to forward the work and make the services profit- 
able to all. In the autumn of 1922 Henoch and Dan, with 
help, repaired the damaged (by storm) graveyard fence. Julius 
Lane also, with the aid of others, put into decent order the 
scaffolding for nets, etc., near the Mission House. In March, 
1923, our oldest Helper, Tobias Korah, was called home after 
a long illness owing to old age: he was 72 years old. On 
the whole, health among our people has been good; neverthe- 
less, since the last report reached you our members have been 
reduced by 5, 2 children and 3 adults—one old married man 
and two young unmarried persons, male and female. The 
young man was often the organist, when here, and was of a 
quiet, modest disposition. He was only 24 years old, and 
had not succumbed to the common temptations that lead the 
youth of this land astray: We were sorry to lose him, as 
this station has thereby been deprived of a future possible 
helper. With the young woman it was otherwise; she was 
weak-minded, and her career had been one of sin and misery. 

As this congregation is increasing numerically from various 
sources, and now numbers 124 on the books, we decided to 


- return to pre-epidemic order and have a Committee again, to 


assist in furthering all good work in the village. In the hearts 
and lives of some here there is much to be done, and in build- 
ing up again this congregation we are sometimes reminded of 
Neh. 4, 2 and 10: ‘‘There is much rubbish’’ to be removed, 
etc., and we work and pray that the people themselves may 
have ‘‘a mind to work’’ to that end. Therefore, at Easter- 
time the eligible voters elected two men for that office. 
Matthew Lampe and Adolf Obed were the men chosen. Both 
have zealously begun their duties. 

Throughout the winter the usual Festivals, Services, ordi- 
nary and special, have been held. School for 11 children was 
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also carried on by the missionary from January to Passion 
Week. This week is all-important for our Eskimoes, and they 
showed up well from Ramah, Napartok and Okak. This year 
we had no Confirmation Class, as we were constrained te put 
the candidates to-a longer test. All the Holy Communion 
Services have been well attended, and also the ordinary and 
special. We have experienced much to cheer us, and we 
know the Holy Sfirit has been, and is, working in the hearts 
of some. In the Lord’s own time, the results will be revealed. 

In financial matters, current expenses for the church are 
being defrayed by the members. For Foreign Missions we 
have received 2.82 dollars, and 14.60 dollars was collected 
and sent to Nain as a help towards the new church there. 
It is our hope that the spirit of giving and working for the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of themselves and others, will 
find a place and increase in every heart. 

We close this brief report commending this small and 
growing congregation to your continued sympathy and inter- 
cession. 

S. J. TowN ey, 
T. E. MacLravy. 


Makkovik. 


The first event worthy of record which happened during 
the summer of 1922 was, as usual, the arrival of the S.S. 
Harmony, an event always looked forward to with great eager- 
ness by the Mission staff, as it brings us so close to friends 
in the homeland, and so many reminders of the loving interest 
in the work in which we are engaged. 

By the Harmony we received an addition to our working 
staff, a new teacher, Miss M. Rowe, of Bedford. 

The summer’s work at this station is, as a rule, not 
arduous. Most of our members are away from the station 
at their fishing posts, and both occupation and distance pre- 
vent them from visiting us very frequently. In order to keep 
properly in touch with them, the Missionary has, therefore, 
to make use of his motor boat and run round to the various 
fishing places and hold short services. ‘These trips present 
opportunities of ministering to the spiritual needs of quite 
a large number of Newfoundland fishermen who are away 
from their homes for several months, and who appreciate the 
opportunity of joining in our prayers and spiritual songs. 

With the arrival of the Harmony our school term ends, 
and scholars from the northern stations are sent home by the 
ship for the summer vacation. That, however, does not mean 
that the staff has necessarily an idle time. There is much 
to be done while the house is free of children. Repairs here 
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and there are always necessary, and any one who is anxious 
to find work need not spend much time in looking round for 
a job. 
Changes in the Staff. 
In the autumn quite a change in the staffing of the station 
took place. The Rev. R. 8. Callander and family, Miss Tatter- 
son, who had efficiently performed the duties of housekeeper 


and nurse for three years, and Miss Allsopp, who had com- 


pleted three years as teacher, all left us, and Mr. Perrett, of 
Hopedale, took charge of the congregation, Miss B. HE. 
Perrett acting as housekeeper, and Miss M. Rowe as teacher. 
With our reduced staff we did not feel capable of taking too 
large a number of children as boarders, so did not exceed 23, 
but we found that number quite sufficient to keep us from 
idleness, though 1t was not more than we could conveniently 
manage. Tull after Christmas we carried on with only some 
of the school girls to help in the kitchen, ete., but then we 
felt we must have more efficient help, as the responsibility 
of the two kitchens and the general care of a large household 
were more than could be demanded of Miss Perrett, who 
had had no previous experience in these matters. ‘The help 
we required was at hand. Just a word brought Mary Ann 
Mitchell into the house, and for the remainder of the year 
she has been a hard-working, capable cook for the school, 
always willing to render help wherever she could. We shall 
miss her sadly now that she has decided to get married and 
start housekeeping on her own account. 


The Misses Perrett and Rowe. 


We cannot forbear giving the highest praise to the two 
young ladies, Miss Perrett and Miss Rowe. The trend of 
circumstances threw much heavier burdens on their shoulders 
than they had bargained for, but both proved themselves equal 
to the occasion, and willingly and efficiently performed the 
duties they were confronted with. It was work, work, work, 
from Sunday morning till Saturday night, but neither of them 
shirked a single duty. It was cheering, too, to see how well 
they agreed and worked together, so that we had no friction 
or strained relationships, and at the close of our ship’s year 
we think all will agree that we have spent a very happy time 
together. ‘The children have made great progress, too, in 
their lessons. We concentrated chiefly on the three r’s, as 
these are most necessary for our Labrador children; neverthe- 
less, other subjects have not been entirely neglected, particu- 
larly Scripture, and several have received music lessons from 
Miss Rowe 

Congregation Work. 

Owing to the writer having chargé of two congregations, 

Makkovik and Hopedale, the congregation work proper has 
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not been carried on as satisfactorily as could be desired. ‘This 
is especially the case with regard to visiting the scattered 
members of the congregation. Our district is a large one. 
One needs at least two weeks to visit every house, and, ‘with 
having to make frequent journeys both by sledge and boat 
between the two stations, time could not be found for district 
visiting. This is to be deplored, as our members have not 
been visited for two years. Some of them one sees when 
they visit the station, but some cannot make the long journey, 
and consequently never come in contact with the missionary 
if he does not visit them. 

During the winter we were able to arrange the special 
festivals so that the missionary could be in “sleandance at 
most of them, and this was appreciated by all taking part. 
The Passion Week and Easter services had to be postponed 
for a week at Makkovik to give us time to return from Hope- 
dale, but this causes no inconvenience in Labrador. As long 
as our people are informed beforehand, they fall in very 
readily with such arrangements. They would rather do this 
than have the festival without the missionary. We trust the 
services were times of blessing to all. 


The Reported *‘Gold Rush.’’ 
We cannot close our Report without reference to the 
reputed goldfield, some twenty miles south of Makkovik. The 


talk of gold being found at Big Brook seems to have caused . 


much more excitement in England and America than it did 
in Labrador. It was, of course, talked of here, and, as reports 
of the rush that would probably take place in the spring 
reached us by the winter mails, some of our people thought 
they might try their hands at staking out claims. From every 
bay one heard of large quantities of the same kind of stuff 
being found in the sand in the rivers. It shone like gold, and 
samples brought certainly showed that there were quantities 
present; but the fact that it floated in the water made one 
dubious as to its being gold. The expected big rush did not 
take place. In Jtne a small Government steamer arrived at 
Big Brook with police and Customs officers on board, and 
these men at once set about building a substantial house, 
wherein was contained a very strong jail. After their arrival 
the drift ice came in and completly ‘blocked the Coast, and 
one heard of no more arrivals for about a month. Even then 
there was no rush. A few prospectors came, but from the 
outset they do not appear to have been very favourably im- 
pressed with the samples they saw. It looks as though some- 
one had been playing the fool and circulating tales of wonder- 
ful quantities of gold which do not exist. The impressions 
one received from a visit there certainly do not convince one 
that Big Broo will turn out to be a super-Klondike. Investi- 
gation is doubtless being made all over the Big Brook region, 
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and by the end of the summer we may know whether there 
is really gold there or not. 


Thanks, and an Urgent Request. 


, 
In closing, we would like to thank most heartily and sin- 
cerely all kind friends who have contributed in any way 


towards our work, and especially towards the work of our 


boarding school in epee” Gifts of clothing will be most 
thankfully received, for we find it extremely difficult to keep 
the youngsters ceaninaiaie and comfortably clad. Quite a 
number come to us in October with just what they wear, and 
we have to look out for them till the following July or August. 
It is a continual make and mend, and the problem often is 
where shall we get stuff for making and mending. We have 
had to unravel our own stockings to get wool for darning, 
and give our own clothes to be made up into garments for 
the children. Surely, there are many wellwishers of the work 
at home who would gladly lend a hand if the need were known, 
and we can assure all that we look upon this branch of our 
work as a very important one—a branch that should not be 
neglected or abandoned. 
On behalf of the Makkovik Staff, 
W. W. PERRETT. 


Hopedale. 


In the Annual Report of this station there is not much of 
interest to record. It has been a year without any very 
startling occurrences, a year in which the church work has 
been carried on quietly and faithfully, mainly by the native 
helpers. From this standpoint one might perhaps call it a 
remarkable year, for it is the first time in the history of our 
Labrador Mission that the native helpers have been: called 
upon to take so much on their own shoulders, with only 
occasional help from the missionary in charge. 


Early in the year under review Br. Perrett received in- 
structions from the Home Board to proceed to Nain and com- 
mence the rebuilding of the Mission premises, which had 
been so completely wiped out by fire in 1921, and shortly after 
his departure Br. Asboe left us to enjoy a ‘short furlough in 
England before proceeding to take up work in the West Indian 
Missionfield. Later in the season certain conditions in Mak- 
kovik called for investigation, and Br. Perrett had to proceed 
thither, and, from the turn which events took, felt compelled 
to take over the charge of that station in addition to Hopedale, 
having residence for the most part in Makkovik. This was 
particularly necessary on account of the boarding school there, 
quite a number of scholars being already in residence, and 
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there being no possibility of sending them back to their dis- 
tant homes. 


Br. Ward and Sr. Perrett to the Rescue! j 


In Br. Perrett’s absence the responsibility for all the out- 
side work of the place naturally fell to Br. Ward, our able 
Storekeeper here. It was an additional burden to him, but 
he has done it willingly and cheerfully, and has also given 
help where he could with the medical work. ‘This last has 
fallen chiefly to Sr. Perrett’s lot, and the greatest thanks are 
due to her for the time, care, and attention she has devoted 
to it. Many a sufferer has found relief, and many a heavy 
heart has been lightened, by her ministrations and by the 
sympathy she has shown. The care of the sick in a small 
community like ours may not seem a great undertaking, but 
any who have been placed in a similar situation will realise 
that 16 1s a considerable responsibility, especially when one 
has had no previous training in such matters. The worry and 
anxiety connected with it are often greater than the work, but 
one simply has to do one’s best and trust in God for the 
rest. We are all thankful that the needful grace and strength 
have been daily supplied, and that no severe epidemic has 
prevailed among our people. 


The School. 


During the winter months the conducting of the Eskimo 
school was in the hands of Mrs. and Miss KE. M. Perrett, the 
latter, though not in Mission service, gladly rendering what 


help she could. One must give both of them the praise which 


is due, for all the work they did was. voluntary, and gladly 
undertaken to help through a difficult situation. Miss Perrett’s 
help was also largely required in the church, as our organist 
has not been resident at the station for very long together. 


The Native Helpers Assist in the Work. 


A very large word of praise and thanks are due particularly 
to our two oldest native helpers, Abel Okidjok and Michael 
Friede. On them has fallen the greater share of conducting 
the services, the two younger helpers, Philippus Tuttu and 
Natan Friede, being mostly non-resident. It was, however, 
quite a relief to them each time Br.) Perrett arrived from Mak- 
kovik, and right heartily did they shake his hand and give 
him a welcome home. In spite of severe storms and intense 
cold, Br. Perrett was able to reach Hopedale for most of the 
important church days, days when the majority of our 
Eskimoes try to be at the station—days which are to them*an 
uplift as well as a recreation. 

But here again, as in Makkovik, the distant-living members 
of the congregation have suffered neglect through the 
missionary having charge of two stations. Some of our 
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members live about 70 miles from the station, and have not 
the means or are too old to undertake so long a journey in 
the winter, and they naturally feel they are not as well looked 
after as they might and should be. Br. Perrett was able to 
make one trip north as far as Davis’ Inlet to baptise three 
babies, in fulfilment of a promise made the previous summer, 
but this meant a curtailment of the visit to Hopedale. Out 
of sixteen days’ absence from Makkovik, nine were spent on 
the komatiec and seven among family and congregation. 

Well, thank God, we got through the year, and are now 
living in hope that better arrangements will be possible for 
the coming year. 

Temporal Matters. 


With regard to temporal matters, this has not been a 
specially lean year foc our EKskimoes. Fur-bearing animals 
were fairly plentiful during the winter, and prices of prime 
skins held good, so that those who were diligent and success- 
tul were able to purchase the necessaries of life. The catch 
of seals in the late autumn was poor, but in the spring our 
Lunters were more successful. The skins and blubber of these 
animals can be turned into cash, and, of course, the meat is 
the food upon which the Eskimoes thrive. The industry that 
has for many years been the mainstay of the Eskimoes, viz., 


trouting and codfishing, 1s at present under depression. Prices 


are very low, and merchants seem chary about buying large 
quantities of salted and dried fish, as foreign markets are poor 
and the rate of exchange is all against them. It. is really 
surprising how such a small community like ours is affected 
by conditions existing in other countries. It just shows how 
cependent we are on one another, and how desirable it is 
that all nations should enjoy peace and prosperity. 

With many thanks for the many helpful reminders of the 
deep interest taken in our work, and asking for further and 
continued prayers on our behalf. 

In the name of the Mission Staff at Hopedale, 

W. W. PERRETT. 


Killinek. 


The state of health has been good throughout the whole 
year, in the congregation as well as in the Mission house. 
Moreover, God gave our people their daily bread, and the 
stirring and thrifty among them were well enough off. 


Baptism of a Heathen Man 


We had the joy of adding another adult heathen to our 
congregation by baptism. ‘This was.a young man, 21 years 
of age, named Omanatsiak. He had become a candidate for 
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baptism six years ago, when still a mere boy. His mother 
was baptized, but his father died a heathen. The family re- 
moved then from here to the neighbourhood of Aulatsivik, 
where Omanatsiak was often under heathen influence, for a 
year or so living altogether with one of the heathen families. 
I spoke to him once at that time, but he seemed quite careless 
then, and rather determined to remain heathen. But when, 
about two years ago, he joined his family again, in the course 
of time he lost his aversion to the truth, which soon mani- 
fested itself by his not avoiding me as before, and by his 
becoming more open at times to a friendly word. One could 
not often see him, as they lived about 70 miles south of this. 
When they came here early last winter for trading purposes, 
he at last told us frankly of his desire to be baptized, and 
applied for instruction. Although it was in the best time 
of the trapping-season, he left his traps and came to stay 
here for about five weeks to be instructed in the things of 
God. At first it seemed as if it would be a difficult task to 
make him grasp even the simplest teaching. We always 
pleaded with God to reveal the truth to him through His 
Holy Spirit. Then I began to use as few of my own words 
of explanation as possible. Following our Divine Guide in 
the instruction I gave, I just made a few remarks on each 
succeeding point, and then, for explanation, read suitable 
stories from the Bible. At once he listened ‘‘intelligently,”’ 
and all became clear to him. ‘‘The entrance of THY word 
giveth light!’” He had heard many of these stories before, 
when as a boy he lived here for a time and often attended 
church. But there was no meaning in them for him then— 
no connection between those stories and his own soul. Now 
he heard them with soul-interest, and brightened up. Several 
cpersons remarked how his features changed, and his face lost 
its former customary gloom. On Palm Sunday he was added 
to the Church. 


With the few other remaining heathen we have talked as 
c{ten as a chance offered. The younger ones will listen 
willingly, but always shield themselves behind their old head- 
man Onalik. When the Holy Spirit makes them see their 
need of a Saviour, they will drop that excuse quickly enough. 
Meanwhile, we have to sow the seed in patience, and water 
it with unceasing intercession. 


Spiritual Progress. 


The congregation as a whole continues to grow—though 
very slowly—in the knowledge of Christ, and some also an 
the grace of our Lord. There is not much downright wicked- 
ness to be found among them, but rather inherited weakness, 
that often makes us sigh. The old habits do not die out at 
once, even when the person as a whole has accepted Christ 
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and His claims. And as the greater part of them are not 
able to read God’s Word for themselves, and a good many 
live far away from here quite by themselves, it is no wonder 
that the Light does not come in like a flood. Quarrelling is 
not as frequent here as in the southern congregations among 
married people, as well as in the congregation generally. 
Church attendance is very good, and they listen eagerly. We 
were grieved when one of our communicant members had 
again to be excluded on account of adultery, which in their 
former heathen days was not looked upon as anything bad. 
But, on the other hand, it was refreshing to see three persons 
who for years had been excluded for the same cause asking 
to be restored once more to Church privileges. . One man 
especially showed signs of true repentance, stating that he 
traced the goodness of God in so many ways, especially in 
the restoration of his health (he had been severely sick), and 
yet he felt how unworthy he was of God’s favour. He had 
a deep desire to partake of the Lord’s Supper again. 


School was attended. by only 15 children, as many families 
live away from the station and their children have, in the 
majority of cases, no means of education whatsoever, as most 
of the parents cannot read either. 


Migration Southwards. 


Five families from our little flock here contemplate moving 
southwards to Hebron. In fact, two families of these have 
already gone by komatic in the spring; the other three are 
intending to proceed by boat in the summer. ‘The reasons 
for their removal are: (1) the usual shortage of fuel here, and 
(2) the considerably higher prices of goods in store here, 
occasioned by the high Canadian duty on all imported goods. 
It seems to us that it was probably a mistake on our part to 
sell to the people here material for building small wooden 
houses. ‘They soon got used to the greater comfort which 
a roomy, well-heated house affords; but it has at least three 
disadvantages :—(1) They soon get so accustomed to these com- 
forts that they consider it too great a hardship to live in a 
snowhouse again with their families in winter. For this 
reason they are tied down to the spot where their house stands, 
and they cannot move about, as the often changing conditions 
of the hunting-grounds require. (2) In a poor winter they can 
hardly afford to buy the expensive fuel here, and then they 
feel more miserable in their houses than they would be in a 
snow-hut. This tends to dissatisfaction and grumbling about 
the storekeeper, who cannot give them enough ‘‘on debt,’’ 
as also about the missionary, who, they consider, ought to 
give out. more ‘‘Poor-relief.’’ (3) In a good fur-year, when 
nearly everyone can buy the fuel they require to keep them- 
selves warm, the stocks of wood and coal here run short in 
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the store ere the winter is past, and they feel indignant thea 
that they cannot get the ‘‘necessaries'’ even for payment. But 
our ship cannot well bring a greater amount of fuel, as she 
has not got room for it. This last mentioned point has, during 
the last two years especially, annoyed two of our best hunters, 
and they now want to move to sunnier regions, where fuel 1s 
more easily obtainable than here. ‘Their departure from here 
is to be lamented, but it has to be traced back to the fact 
that we tried to ‘‘raise’’ them by selling them material for 
house-building. 


Weather and Hconomic Conditions. 


Last’ summer—1922—the ice did not break up in our 
harbour until July 26th. The H.B.C. ship Nascopie, which 
arrived here on the 20th of July, had to force her way into 
the harbour; and then they unloaded the goods on the ice 
and took them to their Post per dogs and komatic. Autumn 
last year set in early; our water pipes froze solid on the 6th 
of October, and did not thaw out again. About the middle 
of December the weather became extremely cold, and it re- 
mained so all during January. February and March were 
less severe, though proper winter weather continued uninter- 
ruptedly till after Easter. Spring has been wet, cold, and 
foggy up to the end of June. The ice seems as if it would 
hold for weeks still. Komatiecs are still coming and going 
as usual. 

The seal-catch last Fall was nothing extra, but in general 
satisfactory. Foxes were not so plentiful as last winter; yet 
quite a number were caught, and some men even did really 
well. During this Spring the men are securing enough seals 
to provide their families with food. A man can live here for 
weeks without flour, etc., if he has none, but hardly many 
days without plenty of meat. 


Last summer Mrs. Atkinson came out on the H.B.C. ship 
to join her husband, the Rev. Mr. Atkinson (C.M.S.), at his 
work at Lake Harbour, among the Eskimoes of Baffin Land. 
It is to be hoped that, in consequence, the mission work in 
Baffin Land will be more stable and uninterrupted than here- 
tofore. The other young missionary, Mr. Lacky, who worked 
together with Mr. Atkinson at Lake Harbour for a year, went 
back to Canada last summer to try'and bring his young wife 
out with him this year. 

We commend our work here, and ourselves, anew to the 
faithful intercession of all our friends in the homelands, 
assured that God will not withhold His blessing from such 
whole-hearted co-operation. 

B. LENz 


Ee 2 Gaunt. 
Killinek, July 4th, 1928. 
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any interruption, nor has it been marked by any 


special feature. The attendance at public worship 


has not shown any sign of improvement, but the 
gatherings on festive occasions are very encouraging, the 
juveniles forming a large percentage of the audience. ‘This 
is due in a great measure to the revival of the Christian 
Endeavour Work, by which new life has come into the con- 
gregation. Especially encouraging are the attendances at the 
Missionary Love-feasts, when the East Indian element is con- 
spicuously represented by the children and the young people, 
whose contributions form an appreciable quota of the 
Missionary Association funds. 


The protracted inundation in the latter par) of the year 
caused much suffering among the people, who lost not only 
their ground provisions and rice crop, but also horned and 
feathered stock—a condition which naturally brought much 
distress to homes and families, and a consequent falling off 
of the subseriptions of the church. Despite the adverse 
economic situation thus created, our people have bravely held 
their ground and resolved that no deterioration of effort should 
in any way mar the quality of the church work. 

Among the members who departed this life special mention 
must be made of Br. Obadiah Wilkinson, whose unique per- 
sonality made his influence felt in many departments of 
church work. He served as a member of the Church Com- 
mittee, was a Sunday School teacher, an earnest exhorter, a 
zealous open-air preacher, modelled after the spirit of John 
the Baptist, who had no fear in ‘‘ealling a spade a spade.”’ 
As a consequence he came into conflict with others whose 
views and policy were milder and more temporising; but, 
whatever might be their criticism of his manner and method, 
on the point of earnestness and whole-heartedness there could 
be but one opinion. The gap created by such a removal must 
naturally be greatly felt. 

The loyalty displayed by the older members of the con- 
gregation towards the church is exemplary, and, were it not 
: for the migration, temporary or permanent, of the younger 
: generation to “‘fresh fields and pastures new,’ the increase 
in membership would be more appreciable. 
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The efforts of Br. Potter to keep alive interest in church 
work, especially among the children and young people, is 
worthy of more than passing reference. The East Indian 
children under his care in the Day-school are made td feel 
that they have a share also in the church work, and it is 
pleasing to see their smiling faces, on festive occasions 
especially, as they listen to their names being read out as 
collectors of or subscribers to the funds of the Missionary 
Association or the Harvest Festival. 


Very cheering and encouraging were the words of con- 
gratulation expressed in the address from this congregation 
presented to the Superintendent on the occasion of the celebra- 
tion of his 25th anniversary of service in this Mission. They 
acted as a tonic. ‘The little ‘‘loving cup,’’ given as a sign 
and token of gratitude and good will, will ever be cherished 
as a precious souvenir. 

Looking back on the work of the year at this station, we 
have cause to thank God and take courage. 


Tabernacle and Victoria. 


Tabernacle and its filial, Victoria, under the energetic care 
of Br. Grant, have been able to give a good account “of them- 
selves in spite of many untoward circumstances, due to in- 


undations and insanitary conditions consequent on the water-— 


logged areas, in which the villages appeared as floating islets 
doomed to slow destruction under the pernicious influence of 
malaria and its baneful progeny. 

A brave fight has been fought to prevent these conditions 
from paralysing the well-directed efforts of pastor and people. 
No description can exaggerate the sufferings of the villagers, 
especially those of Beterverwagting and Triumph. ‘That the 
church funds have not suffered in comparison with other good 
years, speaks volumes for the tenacity of purpose characteris- 
ing the devotion to duty of the members and adherents of the 
church. Especially marked is the advance made in the con- 
gregation cash, due principally to the weekly method of pay- 
ment adopted in succession to the more or less spasmodic 
monthly system. 

The meetings during the Lenten) Season for the revival and 
deepening of spiritual life in the shack and community have, 
as usual, been blessed with edifying results. In addition to 
these, there have been held from time to time many gatherings 
for the brightening of church life and the sustaining of energy, 
that might well have flagged under the depressing circum- 
stances to which all were unhappily subjected. 

The completion of the seating of the church, and the 
repairing and painting of the mission-house, were successfully 
undertaken, thanks to the practical interest of the working 
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committee, who are ever on the alert to supply any pressing 
need. 

Reviewing the congregational life of the year in all its 
varying phases, we have abundant cause to renew our implicit 
confidence in an All-wise Providence, and ‘‘in the name of 
the Lord to set up our banners.”’ 

The work at Victoria, though manifesting slow progress, 
is not without its ray of hope. The services, Sunday as well 
as mid-week, have been regularly held, and the organisation 
of the congregation has been further developed. For the 
present it cannot be worked without seme financial loss; but 
the laying of every foundation is difficult. For lack of funds 
the closing down of the Day-school was threatened, but this 


was averted by the zeal and ambition of some parents and 


friends, who came forward to its rescue by guaranteeing the 
monthly salary of the teacher. The monthly instalments due 
on the property have been regularly paid, amounting to 400 
dollars per annum. ‘This sum, along with the insurance and 
the taxes, is made chargeable to Provincial funds, which must 
necessarily need reinforcement from time to time, and for 
which we must needs appeal to our fnends and well-wishers 
at home and abroad. 


- 


Queenstown. 


The year 1922 opened with an elaborate programme, which 
marked it out as an exceptional working year for this con- 
gregation from start to fimsh. The buildings of the mission 
compound were all to be renovated and re-painted; the bi- 
centenary celebration of the renewal of the Ancient Brethren’s 
Church was to be arranged for; and the pastor’s semi-jubilee, 
or twenty-fifth year, of provincial service was to be marked 
in a manner appropriate to the occasion—all these things were 
contemplated, in addition to the regular festive gatherings, 
which all need their own specific preparation. 

We are thankful to be able to record that, with the excep- 
tion of the re-painting of the school-house, the whole pro- 
gramme has been successfully carried through. ‘The expenses 
incurred were heavy; but they were met in the main, leaving 
a small deficiency to be carried over to the new year. The 
gross receipts were exceptionally good, exceeding the highest 
record by £21 16s. 8d. 

The rallying-point of all the congregations, Queenstown 
was privileged to entertain overflowing audiences on many 
occasions, at which much inspiration and spiritual benefit was 
mutually experienced. 

As a result of the extended Lenten Season for special Bible 


study, a fresh spirit of devotion, culminating in decisions to 


draw nearer the Church, was awakened, and .an addition of 
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forty new communicants was registered, to our great joy. 
Many were the days which could truly be designated as ‘‘days 
of the Lord’s right hand.’’ To meet the requirements of the 

applicants for reception and confirmation, classes were -held 
shroutied the year. 

Greatly impressed were the members from the out-stations 
who attended the bi-centenary and ‘‘semi-jubilee’’ services. 
On both occasions special preachers and speakers brought to 
the fore the important place which Moravianism occupies in 
the Christian world, by emphasizing its historical landmarks, 
its missionary spirit, the strong educational plank of its plat- 
form, the humble devotion of its missionary heroes, the claim 
it has on the native churches, and the responsibility they have 
to discharge in respect of the privileges and obligations they 
are heir to. ‘The Moravianism: of to-day must meet its 
problems in the spirit of the noble founders and pioneer 
missionaries. 

The impression made on the visitors was not a mere pass- 
ing one: it soon began to bear fruit in fresh endeavour to 
raise the standard of their Christian life and to widen the 
scope of their activities. 

Refreshed by these epoch-making services of such spiritual 
richness, we joyfully raised our Ebenezer and pledged our- 
selves to go forward in the name of the Lord. 

In connection with the celebration of the Bicentenary of 
the Renewal of the Church, a ‘‘Memorial Scholarship Fund’’ 
was created from subscriptions made by members of all the 
congregations and filials, amounting to nearly £14—a nucleus 
which we fondly hope will grow by yearly accretions to a 
sum which will eventually assist some poor but deserving 
scholar from our schools in obtaining an education leading up 
to further usefulness in the Church. 

Among the donations to the Home and Foreign Missionary 
funds was one of 50 dollars given in the form of two interest- 
bearing bonds from an elderly lady of a neighbouring Anglican 
church, whose admiration and love for our Church brings 
her often to our services, especially to the early Lenten meet- 
ings, and prompts her to do whatever she can for the further- 
ance of our work. | 

The Watchnight service, characterized by its usual over- 
flowing audience, brought to a fttide close another of the 
long-to-be- remembered years in the history of this congrega- 
tion and also mission province. 


— 


Perseverance. 


The work at this new out-station has, thanks to the help 
of the local ‘*‘deacons’’ and assistant preachers from Queens- 
town and Graham’s Hall, been carried on uninterruptedly. 
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The spirit of initiative which characterizes the brethren 
will be a valuable asset, when the work is properly organized 
and wisely directed on Moravi lan lines. Just now matters in 
relation to discipline, Chureh polity, and form of worship, 
usage and custom, are in a state of transition. But there 1s 
a willingness and expressed desire to fall in with the features 
peculiar to our Church. 

While this is so, we are not, on the other hand, blind 
to the fact that there are leaves in their book which we might 
utilize to our mutual advantage. 

The attendance at the monthly Communion, about 30 on 
an average, 1s very encouraging, notwithstanding the fact that 
a good many have to travel from two to four miles each way 
in order to reach the church. The feeling of responsibility 
for the support of the work is very manifest, by the regularity 
with which all try to meet their financial obligations. 

In Br. MacDonald I find a faithful, zealous, and business- 
like church secretary. Moravian Hymn-books were introduced 
in the latter half of the year, and it was pleasing to listen 
to the heartiness of the liturgical responses and to the singing 
of our hymns to already familiar tunes. 

The gift of a few new pews from the Queenstown con- 
gregation at Harvest-tide, was a source of fresh encourage- 
ment to the congregation, and as a result of the harvest effort 
the sum of £5, approximately, was paid to the Warden by the 
Church Committee, and they were able to close the year’s 
account without any deficit. 

The signs are hopeful, and it is devoutly to be wished that 
the ministerial supervision could be more frequent and imme- 
diate. The completion and repainting of the building is: the 
task now confronting us, and this is to be undertaken as early 
as possible. 

The membership being small, and the people being. poor, 
any help from abroad will be most gratefully received by the 
good and deserving people. 


hon 


Calvary. 


The sisters are the backbone of this littl congregation, 
most of the brethren being away in the gold and diamond 
fields for the greater part of the year. In times of emergency 
they have had to preside over the meetings, when the services 
of the brethren of the district or from town could not be 
secured. Through lack of staunch brethren the organization 
of the congregation is not as advanced as at Perseverance. 
In the first place, the meeting is held in a building for which 
a rental of 8 dollars per month is paid; then the distance to 
be covered from town is greater by three miles, entailing 
heavier travelling expenses. Notwithstanding this, the zeal 
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manifested by three devoted sisters and a few brethren is 
exemplary: ‘The cottage meetings and other meetings held 
to sustain interest are an index to their devotion and desire. 
In the absence of the minister, when every consideration and 
concession is made, there is ground for hope that the work 
will grow. The problem before them is to get their own place 
of worship erected on a plot of land donated to the congrega- 
tion by Mr. Parker, a_ well-respected and much-beloved 
Englishman, who is the proprietor of Wales, the neighbour- 
ing estate. 

Did the Provincial balance sheet warrant it, a start should 
be made in the ensuing year; but it appears that, unless we 
are helped substantially by local and foreign friends, it will 
not be possible to commence building operations before 
another year has elapsed. 

The accredited communicant membership is less than 
thirty, but the adherents are many, and they feel that they 
also should begin to shoulder the financial responsibilities of 
the congregation. 

J. DINGWALL, 
Superintendent. 
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EAST CENTRAL AFRICA (Unyamwezi.) 


SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTWJAN Ist TOJUNE 30th,1923. 


HE greater part of the time under review falls in the 
rainy season, which in Unyamwezi usually lasts from 
December until April inclusively. In the latter part 


> of J anuary or in the first part of February there is 
iF often a break in the rains of a week or a fortnight, after which 
ie period of comparatively dry weather heavy showers of rain 


The break in the rains in January-February lasted longer than 
usual. And there was another ack in March. In normal 
years we have the heaviest downpour in that month. This 
year it was as dry as in the dry season; and the crops suf- 
fered greatly. The rain-makers were busy, both pagan and 
Mohammedan. The less superstitious Mohammedans prayed 
to Allah in their mosques for rain. Our Christians, and we 


with them, prayed to Almighty God, our Heavenly Father. 
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And as, after one such meeting, one night a heavy shower 
came down, followed by similar downpours, their faith was 
strengthened. Some Mohammedans, when they heard of it, 
were greatly surprised. 


Had March been too dry, April was almost too wet. We 
had several times more rain in April this year than we have 
had for many years past during the same month. The crops, 
especially in the lower parts of the country, began to rot. 
In some districts of the territory the rains did great damage 
both to property and to human lives. It is now harvest time, 
and the crops are proving to be better than was expected. 
There is thus much cause for thankfulness to Him Who doth 
not forsake those who put their trust in Him. 


It was possible for the mission work to be Garried on, at 
and around our stations, in like manner and by the same people 
as set forth in the report for last year. 


Our Wanyamwezi endeavour, as far as possible, to stay 
at home during the first part of the rainy season, in order to 
cultivate their fields. The heaviest work being done, the men 
often -go away in search of work, leaving the fields to the 
care of the women and children. In the first part of the 
rainy season everybody is busy in the fields. Even the chil- 
dren must do their share. For this reason our schools are 
closed in January, and sometimes also in the first part of 
February. So it was also this year. 


Sikonge. 


At Sikonge the services and meetings were well attended. 
Holy Communion was celebrated once, viz., on March 4th. 
Twenty-eight communicants partook (14 men and 14 women). 
The Day-school, which, had got a little out of order under the 
management of our native assistant teachers, was reorganised 
by Br. Ibsen and Sr. Gaarde. Our houses were repaired by 
Br. Nielsen. In the dispensary the Srs. Jensen and Larsen 
treated the sick. The report of the dispensary shows that 
from January lst to June 30th 660 cases were dealt with in 
4.335 treatments, for which were paid about 31 shillings. It is 
a very difficult task to make our people pay for medical treat- 
ment. It always has been so. And it will be so for a good 
many years to come, unless a revolution in their social affairs 
and their way of thinking takes place. ‘They look upon us 
white people as owners of unlimited riches. They do not 
envy us on account of these imaginary riches, but they are 
inclined to take it for granted that we should help them with- 
out asking for a reward or compensation. 
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Ipole. 

Ipole was visited a few times from Sikonge. ‘Twenty-nine 
persons are waiting there for baptism. ‘They have been in- 
structed by the helpers, partly at the station and partly at 
the out-stations. A sub-chief in the southern part of Ugunda 
has asked for teachers. We had to reply that we were unable 
to send teachers for the present. 

Br. Nielsen started repairing the houses at Ipole on May 
15th. ‘These repairs will require about one month and a half 
before they are finished. 


Kitunda. 

There is but little to be reported about Kitunda. It will 
be visited by the undersigned in July, all being well. The 
helpers are carrying on the work to the best of their ability. 
The new chief seems to be of a fmendly disposition towards 
the Mission. 


Tabora. 

At Tabora, Isai Maganga holds services every Sunday 
morning, and instructs a number of catechumens. During 
the week he visits some of the neighbouring villages, preach- 
ing the Gospel to their inhabitants. ‘There are in the vicinity 
of Tabora a few villages inhabited exclusively by blind people, 
who earn what they need for their subsistence by begging in 
the streets of the town. They get in this way sufficient for 
their maintenance, and give at the same time the Moham- 
medans occasion to observe one of the important command- 
ments of their religion. One day, when returning from a 
preaching tour, it struck Isai when passing one of their vil- 
lages that he had often given them a cent but had never 
offered them the Gospel of the Saviour. So he decided to 
do it there and then. He was received with profound joy, and 
his message too, and he was asked to repeat his visit. He 
now teaches them once or twice a week. During a visit last 
month I went with him one morning to their village, and 
was glad to observe how attentively they listened and how 
well they answered the questions I asked them. 
munion was celebrated on June 17t 


present, viz., 9 men and 3 women. 


Holy Com- 
p. Twelve persons were 


Usoke. 

Usoke was visited by the undersigned and Sr. Gaarde in 
May. Holy Communion was celebrated on May 28th. Eight 
people partook, 5 men and 3 women—a small number only. 
A few coulda not partake, and others were absent from home 
at the time. The inquirers’ class consists of 17 men, 8 women, 
16 boys and 6 girls. The catechumens’ class is attended by 
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8 men, 6 boys, 13 women and 5 girls. The boys and girls 
are, roughly, from 12 to 16 years of age. Both classes are 
instructed by Abel IXasanga. The Day-school is attended by 
23 boys, 9 girls, and a few grown-up people. We are prac- 
tically encircled by out-schools and out-stations of the White 
Fathers. But Abel assured me that most people in the neigh- 
bourhood: would prefer us to the Romans. So there is hope 
of regaining some of the ground lost during the time we were 
away. 


Urambo. 

We (Sr. Gaarde and myself) visited Urambo in the early 
part of June. It was delightful to observe how the people 
there appreciated our visit, and how glad the women were 
that my wife had come with me. We spent eight days in 
their midst. Johannes (John) Malima is in charge of the 
work at the station and at the. two out-stations, of which one 
has been started just recently. At the station the catechumens 
and inquirers were instructed by Johannes himself; at the out- 
stations they are instructed by the assistant teachers under 
his supervision. The Day-school at the station is attended 
by 56 pujls. Both out-stations were visited. The work at 
both places 1s new still, and it is therefore difficult to say 
how it will develop. Holy Communion was celebrated the 
day before we left, 37 people being present, viz., 24 men and 
13 women. This is the largest number of communicants we 
have had for a long time. 


During our stay at Urambo we paid the new sultana, 
Kivete, daughter of the famous Mirambo, a visit, on which 
occasion she presented us with a cow. ‘Two days after, she 
honoured us at the mission-station with a return visit. I had, 
of course, to.-make her a present in value corresponding to 
the price of the cow, which meanwhile had been killed and 
given to our carriers for rations. It is impossible to bring 
cattle from Urambo to Sikonge, on account of the tsetse-fly. 
It was stated in the report for last year that Kivete was a 
Mohammedan convert and her husband a Mohammedan 
teacher at Tabora. Johannes told me that she had dismissed 
him (sultanas in this country do not divorce, but dismiss 
undesirable husbands!) and married a Munyamwezi. He 
further stated that she was anxious to be on. good terms with 
the Mission. She is an intelligent woman; and if she con- 
tinues as she has started there are hopes that Urambo may 


again become as densely populated as it was in the time of 
her father. . 
ee eee 


In April a course of instruction ,.was given to 21 helpers 
by the undersigned. We met daily for 7 hours, except on 
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Saturdays, when we closed at noon. They were instructed 
(1) in the Catechism, (2) in Scripture History, of the Old and 
New Testament, with special regard to what is required for 
the instruction of catechumens, (3) in the knowledge of how 
to use the New Testament, with special consideration of the 
most important chapters and passages, (4) in Homuiletics, 
(5) in the knowledge required in combating Islam, (6) in 
Church and Missionary history, with special reference to the 
Missionary Societies at work in Central Africa. A few hours 
were devoted to instruction in Catechetics, Pedagogics and 
Esthetics. In the afternoon elementary subjects were taught 
(or, rather, repeated) such as reading, writing, arithmetic 
and geography, the undersigned being the teacher. They 
were taught singing by Br. Ibsen and Sr. Gaarde. They 
were all very thankful for the instruction received, and re- 
gretted they could not stay a month longer in order to learn 
more. ‘The course will be repeated, D.V., annually. It is 
the only substitute we have for the time being for a High 
School. The course was closed with a Communion service, at 
which the 21 helpers and we missionaries were present. 


~~ 
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The health of the staff has been satisfactory. Some of us 
had minor attacks of fever. But an extra dose of Quinine— 
in addition to the five grains taken daily as a prophylactic— 
soon expelled it. Br. [bsen was the only one who had a really 
serious attack, and that was in the latter part of May. At 
the time this report is being written we are all well. 

: N. H. GAARDE. 
MorAvIAN Mission, SIKONGE. 
July, 1923. 


SURINAM, 


EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 
THE YEAR 1922, 


N looking back over the three years which he has spent 
in Surinam whilst functioning as Superintendent pro tem., 
the Rey. Th. Miller writes as follows at the commence- 
ment of this his last Report :— 

‘I would like to sketch out the course of the ship of our 

Surinam Mission thus: Unknown waters; many rocks and 

sandbanks; frequent soundings and tackings; sea rough; 
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barometer oftentimes at ‘stormy’; the parole for the crew: 

‘Surinam expects every man to do his duty.’ In one word: 
we here are also feeling the effects of the post-war times. 
And that is all that need be said. Everywhere, and also here 
in Surinam, it is a time of ferment, of the disruption of 
forces, of the disclosure of things which have long been slum- 
bering, germinating, and bubbling up in the breasts of man- 
kind, and are new beginning to burst the bands that held 
them, and break out. In the opinion of the superficial ob- 
server the advantages and disadvantages of periods of develop- 
ment such as these balance one another evenly. But he who 
believes that there is aim and purpose in the Divine govern- 
ment of the world, and to whom this belief has become ‘a rod 
and a staff’ in the dark valley of hfe, he cannot do otherwise 
than hold fast to the conviction that the advantages weigh 
heavier in the scales, and will assert themselves triumphantly 
in spite of all appearances to the contrary. At any rate, the 
responsibility resting upon those who have had to take the 
lead at such times waxe- greater and greater, and everything 
depends on the skill and the wisdom they display in drawing the 
right and the straight diagonal between the lines that diverge 
to the right and to the left, and upwards and downwards. 
And in the same measure as one becomes increasingly busy 
with the ‘many things,’ the danger increases also of neglect- 
ing to nourish one’s strength from the wells of prayer. And 
so it has again during the past year been borne in upon me 
with terrible clearness how necessary it is that we missionaries 
and members of the Governing Board should be, in a far 
greater degree, men of obedience born of faith, whose every 
action is illuminated by the words of our Lord, when He 
said: ‘Without me ye can do nothing; but all things are 
possible to him that believeth.’ Then, too, we must be inter- 
cessors. The more difficult the state of things becomes, and 
the more problematical the future of the work one is engaged 
in appears to us in its parts and as a whole, the more ready 
should we be to introduce the factor of intercession for those 


with and amongst whom we are labouring. _ Intercessory 
prayer unites things that tend to be dispersed. Intercessory 
prayer changes disadvantages into their opposite. It keeps 
us from getting discouraged, from relaxing our efforts, and 
from pessimism. ’’ 

In reviewing the various branches of the Mission work, 
the Report begins this time with the so-called 


The New Mission 


and the writer remarks that here naturally there are more 
things to report which arrest one’s attention than is the case 
with the so-called Old Mission, and especially is this so in 
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connection with the work among the Asiatic immigrants. 
That which has been silently germinating there during the 
10 to 20 years since this work was begun is now beginning 
to show itself above the surface, so to speak. Particularly 
pleasing is the sight of the Javan Church, notwithstanding the 
fact that it is still very small in numbers. One might almost 
speak of the growth of this work as being ‘‘charming.’’ The 
cautious missionary policy which avoids dver-hasty baptisms 
is a paying one. Over against 60 baptized members there is 
a band of 64 candidates for baptism. As the extensive land 
cultivation of Surinam is dependent upon the recruiting of 
Javans who come here under contract (the supply of labour 
from British India having ceased), and as the recruiting takes 
place regularly—during the year under review 2,000 Javans 
were admitted into the Colony—there will in future be no 
lack of material for us to work upon. ‘True, in the future as 
in the past. it will not be the best elements who come here. 
The more noticeable the efforts of the Mission become to gain 
the ear of the people, the more will the enemies of the Mission 
in the heathen and the Mohammedan camps (not to mention 
the Christian camp!) also bestir themselves and seek more 
than ever to prevent the newcomers from being ‘‘entangled’’! 
Besides which, there is the movement among the population 
of Java towards independence, which has manifested itself in 
unmistakable fashion since the close of the war, and has 
called forth the keenest race-antagonisms. ‘‘Christian’’ and 
‘‘Occidental’’ are identical terms, and for this reason the Javan 
is bound to see in the missionary who wishes to make a Chris- 
tian of him his natural opponent and his best-hated enemy. 
But, for that very reason the comparatively few Javan 
Christians whom our missionaries have enrolled are, generally 
speaking, Christians by conviction, because their Christianity 
has cost them something—Christians, who by their regular 
attendance at the services of the church (oftentimes coming 
long distances), by their fellowship in prayer, their exemplary 
diligence in their daily occupations, and the neatness and 
cleanliness of their dwellings, testify to the genuineness of 
their Christianity. At any rate, in some such pleasing light 
the work which Br. Larisch was sent, here to do has presented 
itself to him. God grant that first impressions may be im- 
proved upon as time goes on! Anyone living, as he does, 
in an atmosphere of hostility to Christianity doubly needs 
rays of light from the realms of Divine kindness—especially 
if, as is now the case, in special work such as this he has tg 
stand quite alone, and cannot seek counsel from a colleague 
who is older than himself. All the more thankworthy is it, 
qherefore, that his two evangelists at Leliendaal and Nickerie 
are faithful, reliable assistants, who at the same time enjoy 
in full that respect on the part of their fellow-Christians which 
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is necessary for the position they occupy. Indeed, we may 
consider it a special gift of the grace of God that our Javan 
Mission has been favoured with reliable native assistants, with- 
out whose help, be it candidly admitted, even the best and 
the most energetic European missionary cannot get on, 
especially so long as his work still bears the character of 
ploneering work. 

Our missionaries among the British Indians may be said 
to work in part under similar conditions to those among the 
Javans; and for that reason much of what we have just said 
applies here also. The obstacles in the way of their becoming 
Christians are the same, viz., conscious and _ instinctive 
hostility towards Christianity, and in connection therewith 
personal hostility towards the missionary. Besides which, 
there is this, that the idea of the religious superiority of Islam 
over Christianity is more firmly rooted in the mind of the 
British Indian Mohammedan than in that of his co-religionist 
from Java, and that the Hindu prides himself on the great 
cdvantage which his civilisation and his religion enjoy from 
the point of view of age. Here, too, one has to reckon with 
another circumstance, which to a ‘certain extent makes work 
among these people more difficult, viz., the religious capacity, 
so to speak, which manifests itself in the deep sense of sin 


and the earnest desire for salvation on the part of the Hindu, 


over against the materialistic ideas of the Javan. However, 
where salvation is sought for in self-made redemption, that 
which seems to be the better thing reveals itself as the most 
decided enemy of that which is good. 

The older the person is the less approachable is he from 
the point of view of the missionary, both outwardly and in- 
wardly. Mission work among these people can only then 
reckon on success when it takes the form of educational work, 
done among those who have not as yet become firmly rooted, 
and have not yet grown old, in the traditions of their fathers. 
The children, therefore, are the ones to whom special atten- 
tion must be given, and the younger they are the better— 
children, too, who have become completely detached from all 
family ties, because there is no one to care for them—no one 
who may or will care for them. The Children’s Home at 
Alkmaar owes its rise and development to an epidemic which 
carried off the parents and relatives of its first inhabitants. 
Since then the interdict has been removed, although oftentimes 
it was totally neglected beings, who had but little life left in 
them, that were handed in or ‘‘discharged’’ at the Home. 
The Gospel is preached to the poor; and gospel means Love. 

At length, on April 4th, the first Children’s House proper 
was dedicated—the previous dwelling was not deserving of 
the name of Home. Unfortunately,. the accommodation is 
still much too limited, or, rather, more than ever iimited. 


. 


~ ~~ & ~ ~ wt ¢ ° Cre ie - t 
ox. 3 A SR Lek toe 
EES eer . ; 
TRE POT 


oe” 
ae; 


oaan — ee RR A PAL ALLO OL 


- Reig tee 
2 


“aN * mks » vag wrte SP re ry 
- 
4 . . a od - ry wae ree = 
ee Sa eee 
PS ee 
a eae mips le le Ot LOL! SAAD OY 
- * rad oo” 
Ata — * 
“ 


ee ee ee ee ee Se Se Rail ae PA re * GEA OA OR SS i vtainadiecllae ea Piet ey Tee Mi > ae Oe A ae RK ae SS 
_ . 2 : ee pare tha Ag t 
“ a ee n na a age oe ». ~ . “" ae a - —~ «re _— - 


> pty oe 


- ‘ 
D i 
, - 
4 
t 
4 7 
: 
. 4 
. orn. 
; a om 
- ie" 
: t 
; | 
7 on 
+} 
, eee 
ae i 
: > 
: : , 
+S 
F, _ 
a 
\> : 
7 7 « * 
bes 
x4 xe 
t 7 
: 
Sy 
: ‘7 
+ 
; - ‘ 
. 4 
: a oS 
- 4 
. is 
4 ' rv 
t ‘ . 
& 7 
; ‘ 
iy - iM 
>, ~ © 
A rf 
ry &» Ti 
| , 
: : e& 
A aeA « 
i } 
a) ’ 
7 St 
> * 
eo | 
x ry 
cs * 
, 
- ; 
ts 


Z 
N ° 
t 
- 
sh 
1 
rt 


ee - ~~ . Se —— 
-_ — a = 
— — —— 7 . . . 
. o 
“ . " ’ 
os — 2 . « , a" 
a o +6 and — ad — - ~- - rus =< wes ~~ _— — . 
—_ matte =. a ~ - : = ~~ ~ om ' _ en te rs cae ~ - ‘~ 
= . - - . ad a i i Din < ¢ + * 
> _ a ; => on . . . : - 
a2 | a Fe 2 -- 3 ~ - 2 ~. = 
en nee A SS Te Ree OR 8 ee. oe ee eS a i le. reine ae. es ee : il = 
. —— oe Page — om . on - STi sian : Tiina ia ia anal ii tilt till ct iit i —— . . : 
. < < > wr we eee ee va on . ad “= - ert LS c--~- —— — ><a eee de - 
‘ “i 5 . a = wert. * —— — pete: , 
$ . - = ee 
- ape ~ ” ~ ">. -e. @c 3 ~ = 
; > ° re —— > peadht sateen Oey - - ete eee gm oe oe - = 
- tie ; — —_—— . o~ 
_ _—- — 


— . 5 
wry. —_ 
——— 
_— — = n ~ 


ie 
a 
ts 
" 
, 
a 
»* 
, 
e 
- 
7 
: 
a 
rf 
J 
. 
‘ 
- 
- 
7 ’ 
o 
7 
nS 
tid 
A 4 
' we 
i 
Pe 
« 


- 


a 
— be 


044 « SURINAM. rDec., 
And the staff is also at the end of its resources, physically. 
Times of distress in their own family, and continued periods 
of sickness among the children entrusted to their care, had 
made too great demands upon the strength of Br. and Sr. 
Legéne, nor was there anyone available regularly who was at 
home in the sphere of sick-nursing. Accordingly, it was 
decided that the maximum number of children to be received 
into the Home was for the present to be 45. Meanwhile, the 
children’s nurse, who had been long and ardently waited for, 
has gone into residence (her name is Sr. Nissen)—a very 
real and loving greeting from the Danish friends of our Alk- 
maar Children’s Home. As head and leader of our little flock 
of British Indian Christians in Paramaribo, in place of the 
late Br. Wenzel, Br. R. Karsten has been appointed. He 
was formerly for many years-a member of the staff of the 
Gossner Mission in the East Indies, and as such was well 
able to take up his new work at once, in so far, at any rate, 
as the language difficulties were concerned. It soon became 
clear to him that he would have to aim in the first place at 
training a staff of efficient native fellow-workers, should it 
prove to be impossible to obtain such direct from the home- 
lands of the people. Unfortunately, we have not always been 
as successful with these native assistants as in the case of 
the Javans. What was lacking in their case was mostly 
spirituality—both in their personal Christian conduct and in 
their official capacity they did not give one the impression 
that they desired primarily to serve the Lord and their breth- 
ren. Caste also proved an obstacle in some cases. An evan- 
gelist, for example, who belongs to one of the lower castes 
is thereby at once handicapped in his work. As a result of 
all these contributory conditions several of the evangelists 
have of late years left our service, either of their own free 
will or compulsorily. During the year under review Par- 
manand and Hemraj were cases in point. In the case of 
the first-named the cause was his refusal to fulfil all the 
duties allotted to him, and in the case of the other it was 
a question of health. However, neither of them had ever 
quite satisfactorily filled his post. As these brethren mostly 
own land of their own which they~ cultivate, their quitting 
the service like this is not as keenly felt as in the case of 
our Creole fellow-workers, should they be discharged. Accord- 
ing to present arrangements the native staff in this branch 
of the New Mission will consist of four evangelists, or 
assistant evangelists, and two teachers, or monitors, who in- 
struct the British Indian children, numbering about 250, in 
our schools in Hindustani. Unfortunately, our work among 
the British Indians is assuming more and more the aspect 
of competition work with Rome, over against whom we are, 
humanly speaking, outwardly at a disadvantage in every 
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respect. Richer resources and a more elastic conscience on 
the part of the latter entice the children away from their 
parents, and provide the young man who wishes to get mar- 
ried with a wife and all the necessary paraphernalia. 
Truly, a ‘‘rice Christian’’ policy of this description we cannot, 
we may not, we will not be a party to: we cannot, we may 
not, and we do not wish to purchase the children from their 
parents, in order to educate them ! 


Reported Famine. 


Alarming reports reached us during the year from the 
Upper Suriname and the Upper Saramacca Rivers regarding 
a famine which had either already set in or was to be expected 
with certainty. Without doubt, the irrational cultivation of 
the soil by the Bush Negroes is to a great extent to: blame 
for this. Steeped in innate supineness and inflexible con- 
servatism, they are deaf to all sensible suggestions and laugh 
at those who make them. If, then, the crop is a failure, 
because the preparations for it were made too late and the 
preliminary conditions of success were not fulfilled, then either 
the missionary or the evangelist is expected to open his pockets, 
which are verily none too well filled; all of a sudden he is 
the man whose favour everybody courts, and school must be 
opened daily by his providing breakfast for the children out 
of his stocks—nor has he the heart to do otherwise! Soon 
enough he will scarcely get any children in the school. And 
then State and Church have to take pity on their poor citizens 
and brethren who are obliged to fast. For this reason it is 
a good thing that there is a frequent change of Governors ; 
the ‘‘new Master’’ always has a soft heart! This year also 
he has placed a portion of rice at the disposal of those who 
live along the banks of the Upper Saramacca River through 
the medium of our missionary at Gansee. Of course, the 
whole blame for a bad harvest does not rest with the people 
themselves. Even the prudent agriculturist cannot command 
the rain and the sunshine at the proper time. But this their 
dependence on the weather is most certainly also one means 
—and for our Christian Bush Negroes perhaps the chief means 
in the hand of God—of inducing them to pray to Him Who 
is mightier than the Baalim of their fathers. Would to God 
they might also understand the language of this hunger- 
trouble, for then would hunger not only be the best sauce but 
also the best evangelist ! 


The Balata Trade. 


It is also becoming more and more evident that the recruit- 
ing of the Bush Negroes for the Balata trade spells commercial 
retrogression for most of them. The contracts they enter into 
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withdraw their labour from their provision grounds when it 
is most needed. The money they receive only flows back to 
the same source from which it came; for a tin can of nice 
which they buy at the Store of the Balata Company at.Gansee 


costs them there 8 gulden 50 cents, whereas they can pur- 


chase the same quantity in Town for 3 gulden 80 cents! 


Nowhere is it more necessary that the School should con- 
stitute an integral part of the Mission, and be carried 6n more 
sy stematically, than in the Bush Country, in order to give 
the inhabitants a more intelligent view of things in general 
in the world. 

The Upper’Saramacca River. 

Our work on the Upper Saramacca River has suffered 
serious loss through the sudden death of our leading missionary 
there, Br. C. E. Nelson. For six years he laboured there, 
putting his whole heart into the work, and he was thoroughly 
at home in it—so much so that we had reason to think that, 
as far as human insight went, this important post was manned 
for an indefinite period by a good man, especially as he was 
still young and had no cause to complain of the ill-effects of 
the echmate on his health. 


(The Report then goes on to say that it will be difficult 
to find anyone to fill the vacant post. Whoever is placed 
in charge of the work in the upper reaches of the Saramacca 
River ought to reside there and not in Paramarbo. But ef 
the six ordained native ministers the majority are out of the 
running for Bushland service, owing to the state of their 
own health or that of their wives. Nor is it everyone who 
can work harmoniously with native assistants whilst at the 
same time asserting his superior authority. Furthermore, 
those native ministers who have had a proper training in the 
Normal School do not all of them look with favour on an 


appointment in the Bush Country—they are apt to consider 


it degrading. Under these circumstances it is possible that 
an appeal for volunteers may be made from among the Euro- 
pean missionaries. The writer thinks that such an appeal would 
not be made in vain.  Kvangelists as well as_ regular 
missionaries are also wanted for the Bush Country Mission. 
Latterly several have had to be dismissed, and there are not 
many educated candidates for such work. There is no lack 
of applicants, and it is hoped to restart a proper course of 
training for evangelists not later than -Kaster of next year.) 


The Old Mission. 


The work, and its methods and its future, in the Old 
Mission are in a state of flux. Town and District tend to 
That became 
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evident at the recent Church Conference. Church Regula- 
tions the individual points of which can be and are being 
actually carried into effect exist, properly speaking, only for 
the Town. As regards the District congregations, 1t would be 
necessary for them to have their own separate ones, or such 
as consist of exceptional regulations. ‘The conditions are so 
very different. It is self-evident that the members of our 
District, or Country, congregations are not as far advanced 
in general as are those in Town. ‘The ministers and Com- 
mittees in Town had no difheulty in finding suitable persons 
to send as their representatives to the Church Conference— 
persons, that is, who possessed the needful linguistic and in- 
tellectual endowments. The Town is naturally the centre and 
the citadel of Moravian intelligence. And its advantages in 
this respect naturally increase from year to year. No reproach 
whatever attaches in this connection to the District congrega- 
tions. As representatives of the old Moravian conservatism 
they provide, as was apparent at the Church Conference, a 
wholesome counterpoise to the more modern tendencies, with 
their oftentimes too great impetuosity. In the Nickerie 
District our church in the town of Nickerie is highly respected 
by everybody, and the various sects which have come across 
from Demerara have not been able in the long run to detract 
from our membership. Generally speaking, the Report in- 
forms us, reductions in the staff have taken place, several 
posts being in charge of one man. Unfortunately, the Super- 
intendent continues, the process of emigration on the part of 
the Creole population in the Districts continues slowly and 
steadily, as a result of the general industrial depression. Note- 
worthy in this respect is a passage in the Annual Report of 
our missionary at Groningen. He writes: “‘It is a puzzle 
to every orderly person how the people manage to exist in 
the prevailing niki d vet they do exist, although they have 
to suffer a good deal from colds and other sicknesses, such 
as dysentery. The old sluices have disappeared, and the spring 
tide can flow in and out unhindered. It is mostly on account 
of the hard times that thev are but wh replaced by new 
ones. for everything the people buy in the shops has gone 
up in price; whilst, on the other baad ‘the produce of their 
fields commands no price; with the result ai they can hardly 
meet the expenses they have incurred in planting the rice 
they grow. No wonder the people ‘oath discouraged, and 
do not care to remain on the land any longer where they were 
born! They long to get away to places where they can get 
a little money. Meanwhile, however, their fields go to ruin 
and very soon become mere bush, with the result that they 
have to begin hoeing them over again. The majority of 
them sell their fields to the British. Indians; which has the 
effect that these people are more and more gaining the upper 
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hand in the Districts. One cannot help asking oneself the 
question: “But how can these East Indians exist on provision 
grounds of this description? -How can they live where at first 
sight there is nothing but morass and bushes?’ And yet, on 
closer observation one sees all sorts of vegetables growing, 
such as beans, cabbage, spinach, etc., which they understand 
how to dispose of either by hawking them about or by selling 
them in the market. They also keep poultry. And as they 
know how to handle money they get on in the world in the 
same way as do the Javans.”’ 


Whereas, therefore, most of the. District congregations 
have this year again gone back in numbers, the majority of 
the Town congregations have had considerable increases. 
These increases in the Town congregations are to be attributed 
partly to the category ofsthose who had been ‘‘dropped,’’ 
partly to admissions from the Church of Rome. Speaking 
generally, one may say that the status of our Town churches, 
both externally and internally, is improving. ‘The conviction 
is gradually gaining ground more and more that in times of 
distress such as the present everybody must do his or her 
part, financially and otherwise. Church money is being paid 
better and more readily; the church collections, too, one is 
thankful to say, are good, and the receipts of the Mite Associa- 
tion are on the increase. The attendance, too, at church 
seems, on the average, to indicate that in Town we have got 
over the worst. There is life and movement abroad. Not 
that we can speak of a revival. We are a long way off that. 
But, in place of a continued and oppressive wind-calm, there 
is something like a fresh breeze blowing. 


Saron and Bethesda. 


Whereas in connection with the Children’s Home at Saron 
the number of the Emmaus Sisters employed has increased, 
at Bethesda the staff of nurses is either being renewed or 
younger sisters are being drafted on to the staff. The three 
elder sisters have been at work here for 23 and 15 years re- 
spectively. ‘The status of the exchequer unfortunately pro- 
hibits the necessary expansion of the work. The rooms which 
are at our disposal are all full. Fifty-six patients are, properly 
speaking, the maximum for whom there is accommodation. 
Very desirable is a special house for the children. Of these 
there are about twelve at Bethesda. . It is most desirable that 
these young people should be removed from the immediate 
vicinity of their adult fellow-sufferers, for esthetic and senti- 


-™mental reasons. One has cause to be thankful to the local 


Health Office that special attention is being given to the 
question of leprosy and its treatment. With a view to placing 
the Government Leper Asylum at Chatillon and ours at 
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Bethesda under continuous medical supervision on the part 
of a specialist, who would be willing to devote himself wholly 
and sympathetically to the needs of *the patients, we have 
been approached by the Government with regard to the appoint- 
ment of a Mission doctor, to be paid by the Government. We 
should be only too glad if this could be done—not only for 
Bethesda, but also for the Bush Country. 


The Government and Public Morals. 


The authorities of the various Churches were asked by 
the Governor to communicate to him in writing their ideas 
concerning the following subject, viz., what in their opinion 
might be done, more than had been the case hitherto, by the 
State authorities to further the cause of morality among the 
various races comprising the population. In our reply we 
suggested that closer co-operation between State and Church 
was most necessary in these matters. In the Bush Country 
no good would be done by drastic police measures ; these would 
only result in passive resistance. Rather, let the attempt be 
made by systematic endeavour gradually to bring the Bush 
Negroes into subjection to the Colomal laws, whilst at the 
same time leaving untouched such of their customs and habits 
as were not absolutely opposed to morality, and by this means 
to induce them to take their places in the community of 
citizens. In doing this it would not be possible to avoid a 
certain amount of pressure. For instance, it might be advis- 
able to withhold from the “‘Captains,’’ or chiefs, who were 
living in polygamy the annual grant which they receive from 
the Government. On the other hand, marriage might be made 
easier—for example, by giving those of our missionaries who 
are stationed there the necessary civil authonty. In any case, 
the Government officials and the missionary would have to 
keep in closest touch with one another. The former should 
gather information from the latter, because of his closer in- 
sight into matters, and the missionary ought to be able to 
realise that he is being backed up by the Government officials. 
This same kind of co-operation ought to exist also in the 
treatment of the Asiatic immigrants, in whose case, as was 
well known, morality was at a particularly low ebb. And, 
finally, as regards the rest of the population, viz., Whites 
and Creoles, who constitute a civilised community, subject 
directly to the powers and blessings of the law, it would be 
necessary to assert the authority of the existing regulations 
for the protection of public morality and the control of public 
amusements more energetically and consistently. Other legal 
enactments would have to be altered and made more stringent. 
With a view to encouraging lawful marriages all such for- 


malities as tended to prevent. people from being lawfully 
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married ought to be done away with. In the sphere of popular 
hygiene the Government doctors and—when and where home 
influence is lacking—the school should work together, and in 
the case of sexual hygiene the doctors and the missionary. 
At any rate, the initiative taken in these matters by the Gov- 
ernment shows that the Government values the work and 
the influence of the Church, and is convinced that it has 
need of it in order to bring about a better state of things, 
morally, and for the purpose of creating a healthier state of 
things, outwardly and inwardly, among the people. 


European and Native Ministry. 


Relatively, the numbers of the EKuropeans and the Native 
ministers has changed, to the disadvantage of the latter: at pre- 
sent there are 24 Europeans and only 7 (? 6) Native ministers. 
The reason for this is that, whereas gaps in the ranks of the 
former have been filled, in the case of the latter this has not 
taken place; nor would this have been possible, for the simple 
reason that since the departure from the country of Br. 
Voullaire, sen., we have not had a Bishop amongst us. And 
in consequence of this, and of a deficiency in the ranks of 
our Native assistants, we have apparently been obliged to 
retrace our steps to some extent 1n our endeavours to set up 
an independent Native Church, so far as that depended on a 
steadily increasing supply of Native ministers. At any rate, 
circumstances and our own experience have compelled us to 
reduce the pace at which at first we were going in this matter, 
in the same measure as in the matter of two other require- 
ments for the making of an independent Native Church, viz., 
that of self-support and of self-government, and not to hasten 
things unduly out of consideration for the principle involved. 


Our hustling times, with so very different an outlook from 
that of the General Synod of 1899, make it necessary for us 
once more carefully to ponder the whole question of the 
training of Native ministers both now and in the. future, 
especially since the question of salary is closely connected 
with it. The greater the demands that are made on education 
in general, and on a better preparation educationally, the higher 
are the pecuniary offers that have to be made. Tf it be required 
of our Native ministers that they shall he mentally the equals 
of the higher-placed teachers, and if these teachers, on account 
of their being placed on the same footing as the Government 
teachers, receive so much higher salaries, we ought to pay 
the former salaries which are somewhat commensurate. But 
where is the money tc come from for this? apart from the 
fact that then our Native ministers would be much better paid 
than the European foreign missionaries. That is the great 
difficulty which might become a dangerous rock on which the 
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further training of a Native ministry, which is so necessary 
for the development of independence, might be wrecked. Here 
again, what a reversal of the facts of the case! One chief 
reason which was brought forward at that time for the training 
of a Native ministry was this, that thereby the working ex- 
penses of our Missions would be reduced! 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE 

REV, G. GROSSMANN WHILST ON A 

VISIT TO THE NORTHERN PART OF THE 
MISSION IN NICARAGUA, 


April 26th to June 30th, 1923. 
PRIL 26th to 30th. In the Kruta District. 
Wahamlaya. Mr. Wilham Lockwood, evangelist. 


Both the church and the house of the evangelist 


are in a bad condition, needing thorough repair. The 
house leans very decidedly towards the West; supports had 
to be put under it to prevent it from falling. The church is 
one of the most primitive in the entire Province. 


Services were well attended during my visit, and the atten- 
tion was good. The singing was not too bad. I ‘celebrated 
the Holy Communion with the congregation. 

No Day-school has been kept here, which will have to be 
altered. 

Valpa Tara. An outpost of Wahamlaya. Hardly touched 
by the Gospel. ‘The whole village is in a filthy condition, the 
two houses which belong to our Mission distinetly standing 
out as an exception to the rest. In one of them I kept a ser- 
vice, Which was well attended by the people of the village. 

Titi. Another outpost of Wahamlaya. Here the people 
have built a meeting-house, where the people of the neigh- 
houring villages come together for services. 

Port Cabo Gracias. Here also I kept services, which were 
well attended. Attention was good, but the singing has not 
improved, in spite of its being accompanied by an organ. 

[ did not visit the Old Cape, as the Bishops were still 
at Wasla. 

May 6th to 27th. Sang Sangta. Mr. and Mrs. Schramm, 

missionaries. 
Asang. Adrian Daram, evangelist. 
Musawas. Demetrio, evangelist. 
Wirrapani. Ignatius Maipit, evangelist. 
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I have been acquainted with this district for the last fif- 
teen years, and the change which has been brought about 
through the grace of God is marvellous. This change shows 
itself in various ways—order in the villages, clean homes, 
proper home life, and increase in the number of children that 
grow up, for in the heathen days lack of care brought many 
children to the grave. There is also a more friendly spirit 
among the people; even those who are still heathen show that 
they have confidence in us. The plantations of the people 
are in a better condition; they now grow almost everything 
that can be grown in this country. They are less in debt to 
the traders, and therefore can have things more their own 
way. Most of the Sukias have bowed under the Gospel, but 
there is still much superstition, especially in connection with 
sickness and accidents. 

Sang Sangta. Buildings. ‘The house in which the 
Schramms live needs painting and a good deal of repairing. 
Besides, the house is too small for a large family. We are 
planning to enlarge it. And the second mission-house ought 
to be put in good condition. The District is too extensive 
for one man; for the work on the Wangks River will soon 
extend towards Bocay. To look after all the outposts and the 
station proper as should be done, is too much for one man. 
We ought also to have a schoolmaster at Sang Sangta. The 
school suffers very much from the necessarily frequent ab- 

sences of the missionary. 
| Congregational Work. It was really a pleasure to see the 
new church (which is somewhat larger than the first) almost 
filled with Church members when I kept a congregational 
meeting. The singing is just splendid, and the attention very 
encouraging to the speaker. The Schramms are in their right 
place here. 

San Carlos. The church and the house for the missionary 
are in very good condition; the whole place is kept very clean. 
This whole village has become a Christian village, including 
even old Dama Wilson and his wife. He used to be one of 
the greatest obstacles, living as he did by witchcraft. He 
told me once that none of these people would turn Christian 
without his consent. Thank God, every one of them did turn, 
his own favourite son being the first. And now he himself 
and his wife are happy and glad in the Lord. The people 
eared me for a schoolmaster; but I could give them little 

hope, though the number of the children would justify the 
placing of an evangelist at San Carlos. 

Asang. Here our evangelist, Adrian, and his wife are 
doing good and faithful work. The people love their church 
and keep it in good order, and the village itself is the most 
orderly one on the Wangks River. Asang has become a 
spiritual centre for quite a number of villages above and below. 
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As some of the people from Raiti have applied for Church 
membership, we shall soon have to think of finding an evan- 
gelist for that district. 

As far as I can see, our present policy works well, namely, 
that of placing evangelists among the people who are able to 
look after the new converts and lead them further into the 
truths of the Gospel. But we regret that, up to the present, 
we have not been able to open an evangelists’ school, to 
give our evangelists a training that will render them more 
efficient in their work. The Lord has given us good and 
spiritually minded men. And we thank Him for them. But, 
to use them to the best advantage, we should give them some 
regular training. 

Waspuk. Here we have a small church, and one of the 
‘“Helpers’’ calls the people together for service on Sundays. 
The attendance is good. The church steeple was in bad dis- 
repair and had to be taken down. 

Wirrapani. The mission premises are kept in good order. 
The church is newly built. Here, as at other outstations, 
quite large classes for instruction are being held. But [ 
advised Mr. Schramm not to be in too great haste with bap- 
tism, till the candidates had given good proof of their earnest- 
ness, as some of the older members are lacking in zeal. 

Musaw as; on the Waspuk River. Mission among the 
Sumu Indians. Anyone who has known the Sumu Indians 
of the Waspuk for some time will see that a mighty change 
has taken place among them. In former days they liked 
anything rather than a town. They preferred to live here 
and there along the banks of the river in little family groups. 
The largest collection of houses numbered ten. And their 
houses were built right in the midst of the bush. They cleared 
just enough space for the houses. .No air could enter; the 
atmosphere was thick and unhealthy. They built in this 
manner out of fear of evil spirits. For they had the idea 
that if they gave them a sufficiently large space to look at 
them they would injure them. Now all this has changed. In 
almost every village through which I passed on my way to 
Musawas I saw empty houses; and when I enquired where 
the people had gone I received the reply that they had gone 
to Musawas to put down their names, for they wanted to 
become Christians. One place, Daga by name, seemed to 
be quite deserted. 

After five days’ travelling I reached Musawas. And my 
heart rejoiced when I saw this place. A large piece of forest 
had been cleared. The place was well selected. At present 
there are thirty-four houses there clustering round the church 
and the house of the evangelist, which is on a little hill, right 
in the centre of the village. Even-the outward appearance 
of the place shows that the Spirit of God is working in the 
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hearts of these people. The very thing we were trying to 
teach them from the first, but apparently in vain, the Spirit 
of God has made them do, and that willingly. Since the 
evangelist has been stationed here more people have removed 
hither and have built their houses, because they want to hear 
the Word of God. So I call it a spiritual movement. And [I 
am glad that we have an evangelist among them, lest, if left 
to themselves, as was the case on the Coast in the time of 
the Revival at some places, they mix together the old religion 
and the new. 


But I would go a step farther and suggest that we ought . 
to have a full missionary stationed among them, who may 
take charge of the entire Sumu work, with a staff of evan- 
gelists under him. He would have to learn the Sumu lan- 
guage, in order to be able to speak to them. The Sumus in 
Musawas, and especially the women, do not speak Miskito; so 
I had to speak to them through an interpreter, as my know- 
ego Su is limited. When I speak of a missionary in 
charge of the entire Sumu work, I am thinking of the region 
of Musawas-Wasakin-Wani-Bocay and Tuberus. At present 
the Musawas work is under the missionary at San Sangta; 
but this missionary already has such a large district to look 
after that it is quite impossible for him to do justice to this 
new work. ‘There should, as it is, be two missionaries at San 
Sangta just for the work on the Wangks, which is done from 
that centre, quite apart from the evangelization of the Sumu 
Indians. Not only is the language of the latter different from 
that of the Miskitos.. Their way of thinking and their customs 
are also different. And for these and other reasons I think 
it would be better to have a separate work established for 
them, to include the Sumus on the Waspuk, Banbana, Wawa 
and Boeay Rivers. In Musawas alone about two hundred 
Sumus have put down their names as such who are desirous 
of instruction as candidates for baptism, and still others have 
signified their intention to remove to Musawas and become 
Christians. 


Quite a number of difficult and delicate questions had to 
be discussed with these people; for, the Sumus as heathen all 
live in polygamy. So I had special meetings for men alone 
and for women, and then for both together. They agreed to 
leave all except one wife, and to abide by rules for the care 
of those they put away, in accordance with which the man 
had to build a house for each of the wives he had put away, 
and each year plant a provision-ground or plantation to supply 
the needed provisions for her and her children. This he will 
have to keep up till she dies or till she marries again. And 
he must care for the children, till they are able to care for 
themselves—in the case of the girls, till they get married. 
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Tuberus. Theophilus, evangelist. 


From Waspuk I went overland to Tuberus. It was a very 
difficult trip and almost beyond my strength. And yet I was 
glad to have seen the work at Tuberus. Theophilus is doing 
finely there. He has a class of over seventy for instruction, 
and here also quite a number of people are coming to live, 
in order to be under the influence of the Gospel. Here the 
church is too small, and the people are sawing boards to build 
a new one. The Day-school did not make as favourable an 
impression on me, for, though Theophilus is a fine evangelist, 


he is not a good schoolmaster. Here I had a very severe. 


attack of fever, and the walk back through the bush to Waspuk 
was very hard. But the Lord helped me through. 


Wasla District. Missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Danneberger. 
Evangelists, Dannery and Nitario. 


The church building might be in a better condition. It 
needs repair and paint. The dwelling-house is in a somewhat 
better condition, but needs repairs also. The work here is 
being carried on successfully. The attendance has improved, 
also the order during the services. The Sunday School is 
especially well attended, and the singing is hearty and fresh. 
Day-school is kept twice a week, and the children make good 
progress. 


Bilwas Karma. Here I was agreeably surprised by the 
srowth of the congregation since my last visit. I was told 
that on Good Friday more than six hundred people .attended 
the services. Dannery is doing good work, and he is quite 
able to lead these people. He is engaged to Elizabeth, the 
former cook of Mr. and Mrs. Reinke, a very able woman. 
She can play the organ, and will be able to greatly assist in 
the work. 


Anris. Our latest outpost of Wasla, situated between 
Wasla and the Cape. Our plan is that it shall be a centre 
for the people on the Lower Wangks. The place itself is, 
however, miserably swampy, and the mosquitos are fearful 
there. We were so glad that Nitario was willing to live 
amongst the people there. I liked his spirit. He said to 
me: ‘‘You know my nice house in the open savannah, where 
I do not know what mosquitos are. But I am willing to live 
here, for I love the people for Christ’s sake, and desire that 
they might come to a saving knowledge of Him.’’ He was 
just about to -build his dwelling-house, and when that is 
finished he will start with the church. 


Sandy Bay District. June 7th to 21st. 


Here we had a workers’ conference from the 10th to the 
17th of June. Thirty-two workers came together, and they 
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represented Sandy Bay, Cape Gracias, Dakura, Awastara, 
Wirrapani, Bilwaskarma, Saupuka, Yulu, Tuberus. 


The various sessions were well attended, and we are sure 
that the Lord’s blessing rested upon us, and that those who 
came from afar went back rejoicing and eager to be used for 
the upbuilding of the Lord’s kingdom. A great impression 
was made on the people by the various choruses which were 
sung by about ten of the ‘‘Helpers’’ and evangelists. The 
conference closed with the Holy Communion. 


The work at Sandy Bay is progressing slowly. Unfor- 
tunately, the people are not united, and so pull against one 
another. I am glad that the Schuberts with their quiet ways 
are here, otherwise I am afraid there would be more trouble. 
It seems to me, too, that the Roman Catholics are trying 
hard to come in. 


The station church and the dwelling-house are both in 
vood condition. 


Dakura. Here as well as in Awastara there is quite a. 
change for the better. Izaak Lewis is gaining the confidence 
of the people more and more. He is doing good work, and is 
well assisted by his wife. The school, numbering as many 
as 75 children, is in a flourishing condition, and the children 
are getting on fairly well. 


Twappt. Twappi is going through a season of sifting. 
The company which has opened up work near-by to cut pine 
wood, has brought changes for the people of Twappi and 
Karata-Kiha and Wawa. Immorality and drunkenness have 
been the vices which accompanied the enterprise. Many 
parents are weak and do not interfere with their children when 
they go wrong. But I was glad to see that there are quite a 
number that stand up against these things. I hope that this 
will lead to the true Christians becoming more deeply rooted. 
The dwelling-house is in good condition; the church badly 
needs repairing. Services are not too well attended, and the 
singing is very poor indeed. As no one is here to look after 
the congregation, I have asked Henry Vaughan to conduct 
services, which indeed he had already commenced to do soon 
after Leroy Hodgson left. 


From here I took an open canoe and travelled down to 
Rio Grande, and from Rio Grande to Bluefields, where I 
arrived on J une 80th. 


LEPER HOME AT JERUSSLEM 


(An Institution of the Moravian Church.) 


FIFTY-FIRST REPORT, FOR THE YEAR 1922. 


-ITH thankfulness to God and man we are able to 


record another year of work, undisturbed by fear 


of want, or even by death, although in such a 


Leen able to have repairs and painting done which have been 


Home one is in the midst of death. We have 


long overdue; and we hope by degrees to complete this neces- 
sary work, which has to be done a bit at a time, because the 
price of such things in Jerusalem is excessive. Though 
Palestine is a land where water has to be husbanded, there 
was always enough for all purposes, even for a ‘spring 
clean,’’ when the painting was done. | 


We used the house that the Manager lived in before the 
war as a summer Home of Rest, in order to turn it to good 
account and yet to have it in our hands, if it should be 
necessary to use it as a Nurse's Home, should the Govern- 
ment succeed in finding enough lepers to fill the big house. 
But the year ended, like the previous one, with no materia! 
increase of numbers, and since then the total has gone back 
to where it was a year ago. So the Home of Rest will be 
available again this year for those who need it. It has not 


only rendered service to others, but has also given our nurses 
an opportunity of intercourse with the outside world such as 
they have not had before. 


Sister Ida went hame on furlough; but it was thought 
that her health would suffer if she returned, and her place 
was therefore taken by Sister Johanna. As Sister Bertha 
returned about the same time, and Sister Clara kindly volun- 
teered to help until the staff was completed once more, the 
work could be done without undue strain. Sister Elsa was 
called to be Sister Elizabeth’s successor, and spent a few 
months in England, in order to learn the language and get 
to know the members of the Board and the Church in England. 


By the time this Report is published, she will have entered 
upon her new office. When Sister Elizabeth retires, after 33 
years in the Home, she will have earned her rest, and all who 
take an interest in the work will continue to connect her 
name with their prayers for the work, which will go on as 
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before under her successor. A new Agreement has been 
signed with our Deaconesses’ Home, Emmaus, ensuring 28 
continued supply of nurses, whenever required. 


Dr. Canaan visited Europe for his health, and used part 
of the time for scientific work. One of his friends did duty 
for him while he was away. He has returned, benefited in 
health, and we are able this year to publish extracts from his 
official Report to the Board. Another year we hope to pub- 
lish similar Reports from the Matron and the Chaplain, so 
that the Secretary’s Report will become little more than an 
Introduction. 


We commend this work to the continued prayers and 
support of our members and friends, and to the blessing of 
Him in Whose name it is done. May His love guard it and 
keep it from all evil, so that those who have given themselves 
to His service among the poorest of the poor may themselves 
find His strength daily theirs. 

ARTHUR WARD, 
Hon. Sec. 


Extract from D ctoer’s Report. 


Special stress was laid during the last year on the com- 
bined administration of Aiouni and intramuscular injections 
of Moogrol. 


The results of the combined treatment (Aiouni and 
Moogrol) were satisfactory. Considering the tendency the 
disease has to go into a latent state at irregular periods, the 
symptoms in general were much ameliorated. Ulcerations 
of the mucous membranes cicatrized quickly. In one case, 
in which the voice was lost through ulceration of the vocal 
chords, the wounds healed in a short time, and the voice 
returned. The general appearance and nutrition improved. 


Summary.—Although the patients treated show an un- 
doubted improvement, I cannot yet speak of any cure through 
the new treatment. It is too early to expect it. The treat- 
ment has to be continued in an intensive way, and only the 
future can show if our hopes will he realised. 


Husen, THE Heatep Casz.—Aiouni oil has been given 
from time to time, as during the past three years. 


Matron’s Report on Endowed Beds. - 


1. Harrocate.—Osman, a young Mohammedan, shows 
no change. As he has the nervous form of leprosy, one does 
not see by his looks that he has the disease, and he may grow 
old in our Home, if the treatment effects no cure. 
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2. SourHuport I.—Helue (of the handmill) unchanged. 


3. SouTtHport [].—Fatme had the misfortune to fall down- 
stairs, and damaged her thigh, so that she had to go about on 
crutches. She had a second fall, and now one foot is so lame 
that she can move about only with difficulty. She is quiet and 
uncomplaining. 


4. MayFrieLD.—Salech’s case has developed, and he is up 
and down. At present he can spend the whole day in the 
garden. His homesickness has disappeared. His wife has 
married somebody else, and his children are with his brother. 
One sees in his case the effects of the oil. It cannot cure 
such an advanced case, but it produces an improvement. 
The terrible attacks of suffocation, in the presence of which 
we used to be helpless, no longer occur, and there has been 
no case of death in the last two years. 


5. Betuany.—Ibrahim Coloni is the same as ever, and 
his symptoms show no change. 


6. THe Pracre oF Gop.—dJalile is no longer having the 
injections. They always caused abscesses, and she lost heart. 
She continues to take the Aiouni oil. She is a good, useful 
girl, and likes helping the nurse. 


7. Leaminaton.—Joseph, the old Armenian, has suffered 
a good deal in the last year. Whenever he is able, he helps 
on washing-days, as he has always done, although he is nearly 
blind. But I do not think he will live long.* 


8. Ciirron.—Isa has improvéd considerably. He still has 
‘many nodules, but his voice, which he had entirely lost, has 
returned. 


9. ‘‘Come Unto Me.’’—Chalil usi has a bad wound on his 
foot. He is lonely, since his friend Yakub, the shepherd, left 
to get higher wages; for he does not seem to take to any of 
the rest, and his loneliness makes him depressed. 


10 From Two Frienps at Taunron.—Abed, the Little, 
has had a great deal of pain, but seems better lately. 


11. BuackHeatu AnD LeE.—Kamil seems to make no pro- 
gress either way. He helps with the cleaning, though other- 
wise he is lazy, as they all tend to be. 


12. Tae Women’s Union, Betuienem, U.S.A.—Nitschme 
is an old woman now, and has been in the Home for quite a 
generation. When she entered, she was active, and brought 
a boy with her, her youngest son, who was three years oid, 
and was one of the children of lepers whom we cared for 
in those days. I have seen him several times since he left, 
and he seems to be a good man. As long as Nitschme was 
able, she used to help others willingly; now she has to wait 
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for others to help her, for she is blind, and has lost her fingers, 
and her feet are crippled, and her sense of feeling almost gone. 


*In the last letter received we hear that Joseph has died. 


Statistics. 


On December 31st, 1922: 
Staff.—Matron: Sister Elizabeth. Has served 33 years. 
Nurses: Sister Bertha. Outside work. 
Sister Oggeline. Conducts prayers. Teaches Arabic 
-and English. Manages Home of Rest. 
Sister Johanna. Bandaging nurse. 
Sister Clara (giving temporary help). 
Visiting Chaplain: Pastor Farhud Kurban. 
Visiting Doctor: Dr. Canaan. 


Patients : Total. Male. Female. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE 


HE Rev. P. Hettasch, the missionary in charge at 
Nain, Labrador, writes as follows on October 8th:—. 

‘You are no doubt much interested in the advance 
made with the buildings generally and the church in | 
particular. I will return to where I left off when the report 
was written. From the middle of May until the middle of 
July we had been obliged to make a pause in the building of 
the church, the material (beams) from Okak had been utilised 
as far as it was at all fit for use. What the people had cut 
in the bays could not be got here an the ice. So in the mean- 
time we started with the Store-brother’s house, and also had 
a few men working at and about.the missionary’s dwelling. 
By the beginning of July the ice had cleared away from the 
outside islands, where many of our people had been sealing, 
aud being freed of this obstacle some of them came at once 
to the station to start off for the timber in the bays. Happily, 
we had secured some oil from Northern and Southern stations 
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during the winter, which enabled the people to use their 
motors in rafting. It was a grand spectacle when the rafts 
were brought ashore here, and all hands helped in getting 
the heavy sticks up to the saw-mill. As soon as we had some 
beams ready we started building the under part of the steeple. 
Then as the trees marched through the saw-muill they were 
taken up to the site of the new church at once, were hand- 
planed and edged, and got ready to be put up. Practically 
all our Eskimoes were here doing free labour then, and in 
spite of many technical difficulties we were getting on well. 
The rafters were put up and the interior structures were 
finished, when the Harmony put in an appearance and-the 
work was again interrupted. When the ship had left us some 
of the workers also went away, because the news of plenty 
of fish being got at some of the outside fishing-stations had 
drifted here, and they did not feel at ease any more. Of 
course, they had to go fishing, of a necessity, and we did 
not try to dissuade them. A few stayed on until the roof was 
covered in with boards and the chimney built. Then we were 
again left without workers. The paid workers at the Store- 
brother’s house are nearly all men from outside and had come 
to work rather than fish. These worked on with us at the 
two dwelling-houses, and, the Harmony on her second trip 
having supphed us with felt, shingles, and clap-boards—all ° 
necessaries which had been sorely missed—it did not take 
long to finish the missionaries’ house and carry the Store- 
brother’s house so far that the Grubbs could go to live in it. 


‘‘Last week the people began coming in from their fishing- 
places, and work at the church has been resumed. Some of 
the settlers had helped for a few days previously, and as soon 
as the Harmony will have left we shall be able to start board- 
ing the church, and carrying the work far enough to be able 
to use the building this winter. There is quite a great deal 
to be done yet before we shall have attained this, but we 
expect to have all hands at it presently, and shall move ahead 
pretty quickly, providing the Lord gives us the weather we 
need for it. The windows being of a different shape from 
what was planned will cause quite a bit of delay, but even 
this will be got over. The spirit of the people is good on the 
whole; especially Barbour and some more of the leaders are 
very eager. My worst trouble is that there are always so 
miany critics among the people. But then it is their church, 
and they are all anxious that it shall be done well! 


‘“‘The health of the people on the whole is good. Just at 
present slight colds are going the round, affecting in par- 
ticular the children. We trust that there will not be any 
serious cases in connection with it. The Grubbs and we our- 
selves are well, though we can feel the strain of a very busy 
summer. ’’ | 


- . - « . — ——s 
eel ee OR I ee ee eee. + pet > ee +> ete” Sr <S 


—_ ~ 
Oa rng ee ap ed 


s* a ap — 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


y HE Harmony left St. John’s, Newfoundland, for 
England on Thursday, November 17th, and should, 
all being well and the weather not too unpropitious, 


reach London early in December. Moravian passen- 
gers on the homeward voyage are Br. W. Pennington, a 
member of the staff at 32, Fetter Lane, who by commission 
of the British Mission Board has been on the Labrador Coast 
since last summer, looking into Trade matters in connection 
with the Mission stores at the various stations, and Br. A. V. 
Ward, a Storekeeper, who is voluntarily retiring from the 
service of the Mission. 


With sincere regret and deep sympathy we have lately 
heard of the departure of the wife of Dr. S. K. Hutton, late 
of the Oxak Hospital, Labrador. About the middle of Sep- 
tember last Mrs. Hutton underwent a serious operation, from 
the effects of which the patient never really rallied. ‘‘The after 
progress,’’ writes her husband, ‘‘was slowly downhill. She 
was one of God’s own children, and I shall always remember 
with gratitude her help to me, both in Labrador and at home.’’ 


One of our missionaries in Antigua, the Rev. Colin 


- Williams, has quite recently passed through the same sad 


experience. He too has lost his young wife, and he is left 
with a little child three or four months old. May our 
Heavenly Father impart to these two sorely tried servants 
of the Master that comfort which He alone can give to His 
sorrowing children. 


Helper David, well known to readers of our magazine 
from the Reports of the Alaska Mission which have appeared 
from time to time in print, has been called home, as we see 
from a recent number of the Moravian. He was one of those 
who have been with the Missior, from the beginning. He 
was a real helper; and proved his efficiency when the Mission 
was in constant conflict with the Medicine-man of the earlier 
years. ‘‘One by one,:’ the article continues, ‘“‘they go. 
Lomok at Akiaksuak was the first from the old guard. 
Kawagliak died just a little over a year ago, and now David 
has gone. Neck is the only veteran left—at first an enemy, 
but later the greatest helper in our work, he survives them, 


and we hope and trust he may be with us many years yet 


to du his share in the building of our Lord’s kingdom.’’ 
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